Alcoholics
Anonymous

Sharing Session
Area 19, Chicago

entation by Michelle Mirza,
G.S.0. Archivist

A.A.’s Big Book,
Alcoholics Anonymous



Alcoholics
Anonymous

G.S.0. Archives Mission

The mission of the Alcoholics
Anonymous General Service Office
Archives is to document permanently
the work of Alcoholics Anonymous, to
make the history of the organization
accessible to A.A. members and other
researchers, and to provide a context
for understanding A.A.’s progression,
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From manuscript to published work — A.A.’s Big Book
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First Edition Big Book
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FIRST EDITION, 2NP PRINTING, MARCH 1941

Text in the second paragraph of the Foreword changed between the first
and second printings

It is important that we reman anonymous because we
are t00 few, at present, to handle the overwhelming
number of personal appeals which may result from thi
publication. Being mostly business or professonal folk
we could not well carry on our occupations in such an
event, We would like it understood that our alcoholic

work is an avocation,

1st printing

It 1s important that we remain anonymous in order
t0 more eﬁectively handle the overwhelming pumber
of personal appeals which may resul from thi publi-
cation. Being mostly business or professional folk some
of us could not carry on our occupations if known. We
would like 1t understood that our alcoholic work is an

av0Cation.

2" printing
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FIRST EDITION, 2NP PRINTING, MARCH 1941

Repetitive sentence in first printing:

“She had looked for me last evening after | left the car
and wondered off into last evening after | left the car
and wandered off into the night.”

Corrected in second printing:
“l left the car and wandered off into the night.”
- “Our Southern Friend”
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In the second printing of
the 1st Edition the personal
story “Lone Endeavor”
was removed and replaced
with “Now We Are Two
Thousand. March 1941”

NOW WE ARE TWO THOUS A
MARCH, 1g,, B

W}'{FV this‘lmok appeared in April
g ﬂ‘ppr()mnm{ciy 100 ALA. “mllxh;?:()';bom were

of them were at Akron, Ohio, or reatie C(- wn_rhm\:

the ngrthcrn part of that state. Most -nf t):‘,-“hfmn.(f, ia
were in or near New York City and a fé\vt ;}:tﬂf\lndcr
scattered 3_1011g the Atlantic Seaboard. Th:: \::S\:verc
then been in existence over four years. It had b)eren‘“ad
isfactorily demonstrated that at least two out of t‘:;;
alcohohc‘s who v-mshed to get well could apparently do
so, notwithstanding the fact that their chance of recov-
ery upon any other medical or spiritual basis had been
almost nil—a small percentage at best.

Publication of the book, which set down our experi-
ence and methods at length, opened a new and unex-
plored phase which meant an attempt to carry the work
to other localities, widespread publicity, and the ex-
r methods to the test of approval or dis-

posure of ou
and the gcnera‘x public—

approval by religion, medicine, -
an uncharted field indeed. Would theologians com-=
orthodoxy? Would physic'ums

plain of our lack of

frown upon the idea of banding together. great numbers
of alcoholics for mutual aid through a sp1rm1ff11 common
denominator? Would reviewers and colurm}lsts. r.1d1cu“[1\e
the religious content of the work, thus pre\];dlslﬁsga;c:_
men and women we Werc trying to help? 0

391
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ArpENDIX I]

n HE terms “spiritual experience” and s
Appendlx II added to the awakening” are used many times in t}\P o

A3 : s book
which, upon careful reading, shows that the per

1CI ‘ sonalit
s e co n d p ri n ti n g Of th e change sufficieng to bring about recovery from a?(c:ah:)rr{]

ism has manifested itself among us in many

First Edition Big Book, (o

<Thvee o
Yet it is true that our first printing gave many read-

m m = the impression that these personality changes, or re-
c I a rl fy I n g th e c h a n g e Of liglous experiences, must be in the nature of sudden and
spectacular upheavals. Happily for everyone, this con-

the phrase “spiritual clusion is erroneous.

In the first few chapters a number of sudden revolu-

- " = Gonary changes are described. Though it was not ou
experience” to “spiritual itenion o create such an mpression, many Aeoh
p p have nevertheless concluded that in order t© re'coifrf

I 77 f?gy st ?CqUire an immediate and ox’ef‘t;;h:"r“fj:i
awa ke n I n g n : Od--consczousness” followed at once by 2 V2 :
- feehng and outlook. ,
ong our rapidly growing membt’YSh'Pr_r

2000 alcoholics such transformations, though

of some

eq uentl,

. nces €
. —'1'1(.’1“-6""
are by no means the rule. Most of our T?P:hc weduct
g o calls

. Wwhat the psychologist William James UJ wly over *
:' i £ welop S 4 e
! Uonal variety” because they dcvulf }h B J;&
i i : . .nds of the . :
: Period of time. Quite often f1 jends 0 . f, He

aware of the difference long before

" e t'
3 ﬁna“)’ realizes that he has undergot
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At the 1969 General Service Conference, Bill W.
shared on the history of changing “spiritual
experience” to “spiritual awakening.”

A recorded excerpt of Bill’s sharing can be found

on aa.org: https://www.aa.org/Bill-W-at-the-1969-
General-Service-Conference



https://www.aa.org/Bill-W-at-the-1969-General-Service-Conference
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First Edition 8t Printing Big Book

Known as the “war-time”
printing, this 8" printing
(1945) was reduced in
size to conform with
Government’s regulations
for saving paper.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is a war time printing and is complete
and unabridged in contents. While the type
face remains unchanged, the book has been

R el in
drastically reduced in size and weight

order to conform with Government I€g

tions for saving paper.

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

ula-

The Story of

How More Than F Ourteen Thousand Me
' n
and Womep, Have Recovered
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Second Edition Big Book

* 16 printings, hard
cover (1955 — 1974)
 Estimated over one

million books
distributed
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Second Edition Big Book 1955

Bill W.
Introduced the
Second Edition

Big Book at the

1955 General
Service

This is t

the Big Book, New and Revised.

C o n fe re n ce The Basic Text for Alcoholics Anonymous.
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Second Edition Big Book 1955

d “The Doctor’s Opinion”
was moved from page 1
in the First Edition to
roman numeral page

xxiii in the Second
Edition.

d Dr. Silkworth’s name
added to the reprinted
letter - “The Doctor’s
Opinion.”

ELICT TR T P TR S 124 ChamLE aDREIER TOmuNRCOT

waBTEAN UNIG™ AN 4. 8 C. B"

CHARLES B. TOWNS HOSPITAL
ESTAALISHED (807
292-293 CENTRAL PARK WEST
av 80v armeer

NEW YORK

Julvy 27, 1938

TO WHOM IT MAY COMCERN —

I bave specialized in ths treatment of alcoholism
for many years.

About four years ago I attended a patient by the
nave of Filllam G. Wilson. Though ho had bcon a competent business
man of good earning capacity he was an alccholic of a type I had
coms to regard as hopeless.

In the courss of his third treatment he acquired
certaln ideas concerning a possidble means of recovery. As part
of his rehabllitation ho comomenced to present bis new conceptions
to other alcoholice impresaing upon thom that they aust do 1ike-—
wise with still others. This bas bocome the besis of rapidly
growing fellowship of these men and their families. This man
and about one hundred others appesr to have recovered.

L personally know thirty of these cases who were
of types upon which other msthods had failed completely.

These facts appoar to be of oxtromo medicol im-
portance. Because of tha extraordinary possibilities of rapid
growth inherent in this group these events may mork a new epoch
in the anrals of alcchollsm. Thage mon may well huve a solution
for thousands of these situations.

You any rely absolutely on snything they say sbout

et i

¥. D. Silkeorth, M. D.

thomaalves.
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Second Edition Big Book 1955

Five new appendices added. Appendix Il Spiritual
Experience retained.

»Appendix | — The A.A. Tradition

» Appendix lll — The Medical View On A A.
»Appendix IV — The Lasker Award

»Appendix V — The Religious View On A A.
»Appendix VI — How To Get In Touch With A.A.
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Second Edition Big Book 1955

“Herbert Spencer” quote — What'’s the story?

The “Spencer” quote first appeared at
the beginning of the story “An Artist’s
Concept” in the First Edition Big Book.
This story was removed when the
Second Edition was published.

The quote was reinserted in the Third
Printing of the Second Edition in 1959,
at the end of Appendix Il. i hot b Ukevown Athr s eensed nder CC BV



https://www.freepngimg.com/png/72547-thinking-photography-question-mark-man-stock
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Alcoholics
Anonymous

Third Edition Big Book 1976

The Third Edition Big Book was approved by the General Service Conference in
1976.

1976 Conference Advisory Action:

Delegates take back to their areas a statement to the effect
that the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, third edition, is
not being changed — that only the stories have been
updated and some new ones added.
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Third Edition Big Book, 1976

« 74 printings (1976 — 2001)

* Over 12 million books printed
(12,859,733)
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The Voice of the Fellowship Is Expressed

1978 Conference Advisory Action:

1. In the next printing of Alcoholics
Anonymous, the foreword of the
second edition be Included as it
originally published In the second
edition.

2. The delegates should be made aware
of any changes under consideration in
the book Alcoholics Anonymous prior

to publication. Sketch of a GSC session in 1978
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Third Edition Big Book

XX FOREWORD

period were being ironed out, public acceptance of
A.A. grew by leaps and bounds. For this there were
two principal reasons: the large numbers of recoveries,
and reunited homes. These made their impressions
everywhere. Of alcoholics who came to A.A. and
realy tried, 50% got sober at once and remained that
way: 25% sobered up after some relapses, and among

the remainder, those who stayed on with A.A. showed o -

improvement. Other thousands came to a few A.A. TW St t t th S d
meetings and at first decided they didn’t want the a eme n s In e econ
program. But great numbers of these—about two out i io n -

of three—began to return as time passed. E d t F d tt d

Another reason for the wide acceptance of A.A. was o rwo r o m I e
the ministration of friends—friends in medicine, e n e - - m
religion, and the press, together with innumerable vv h th T h d E d t
others who became our able and persistent advocates. I r I I o n Was
Without such support, A.A. could have made only the u is e
slowest progress. Some of the recommendations of p b I h d T h
A.A’s early medical and religious friends will be found . es e We re
further on in this book. L "

Alcoholics Anonymous is not a religious organiza- rel nstated th F th
tion. Neither does A.A. take any particular medical In e ou r
point of view, though we cooperate widely with the P = = " -
men of medicine as well as with the men of religion. rl ntl n g Of th e Th I rd Ed Iti o n

Alcohol being no respecter of persons, we are an L)
accurate cross section of America and, in distant lands,

the same democratic evening up process is now going fo I I OWi n g aCti o n Of th e 1 9 78

on. By personal religious affiliation, we include Catho-
lics, Protestants, Jews, Hindus, and a sprinkling of GSC

Moslems and Buddhists. More than fifteen per cent -
of us are women.

At present, our membership is pyramiding at the
rate of about twenty per cent a year. So far, upon the
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The Voice of the Fellowship Is Expressed

1993 Conference Advisory Action:

Because of strong sentiment
against any changes in the first
164 pages of the Big Book, the
request to rewrite the first three
chapters of the Big Book not be
implemented.

Sketch of a GSC session in 1993
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The Voice of the Fellowship Is Expressed

1995 Conference Advisory Action:

The first 164 pages of the Big
Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the
Preface, the Forewords, “The
Doctor’s Opinion,” “Doctor Bob’s
Nightmare” and the Appendices

remain as is.
Sketch of a GSC session in 1995
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A Fourth Edition Big Book is proposed in 1997

1997 Conference Advisory Action:

A draft Fourth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be
developed and a progress report be brought back to 1998
Conference Literature Committee, keeping in mind the 1995

Advisory Action that:
“The first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous,
the Preface, the Forewords, ‘The Doctor’s Opinion,’ ‘Dr. Bob’s
Nightmare,’ and the Appendices remain as is.””
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Fourth Edition Big Book Approved in 2001

2001 Conference Advisory Action:

The Fourth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be approved keeping in mind the 1995 Conference
Advisory Action which reads, “The first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the Forewords,
‘The Doctor’s Opinion,” ‘Doctor Bob’s Nightmare’ and the Appendices remain as is” and keeping in mind the 1999
Conference Action which reads, “The Publications Department of the General Service Office maintain the following
specific editorial responsibilities regarding the Fourth Edition Big Book Project:

« Editorial ‘fine tuning’ such as footnotes, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, updating, jacket materials, page
numbers, etc. Thus, page numbers are likely to change for content after page 164.

» Coordinating the flow of work between the book designer, typesetters, proofreaders and the production people,
who order the paper and schedule the printing with the book manufacturer.

*In the case of the proposed Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous, the G.S.0. editors would prepare or
coordinate new material and changes such as:

New Material Changes

Cover and jacket design Title Page

Jacket copy Contents page

Preface Factual material that appears in footnotes

Foreword to the Fourth Edition Introductions to personal stories.
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Fourth Edition Big Book — Text in the its Foreword deleted

2002 Conference Advisory Action:

Although the committee acknowledged the importance of
electronic meetings to some A.A. members, the sentence
“Fundamentally, though, the difference between an electronic
meeting and the home group around the corner is only one of
format.” in the last paragraph of the Foreword to the Fourth
Edition be deleted in future printings of the Big Book, Alcoholics
Anonymous.




Alcoholics
Anonymous

Fourth Edition Big Book — Text in the Preface corrected

2014 Conference Advisory Action:

A correction to inaccurate text related to the addition of appendices on page Xl in the Preface of
Alcoholics Anonymous, which currently reads:

“The second edition added the appendices, the Twelve Traditions, and the directions for getting in
touch with A.A.”

Be replaced with:

“The second printing of the first edition added the appendix ‘Spiritual Experience’; in the second
edition, the appendices on A.A. Tradition, the ‘medical view’ and ‘religious view’ of A.A., the Lasker
Award and information on how to contact A.A. were added, and the appendix on the Alcoholic

Foundation was discontinued.”
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Fourth Edition Big Book 2001

« Currently at 47t printing (October
2001 — June 2022)

* Over 10 million books printed
(10,292,500)
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This is the Fourth Edition of
the Big Book, the Basic Text
for Alcoholics' Anonymous
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A.A.’s Big Book: 83 Years and counting

A\

Translated into 73 languages

Over 40 million copies distributed
(all formats)

Four Editions (English)

152 printings (hard-cover only)
Multiple formats

A\
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What’s Under Way Today?

Two distinct projects as directed by the General Service Conference
being developed:

1. A translation into plain and simple

language of the Fourth Edition Big

Book. Work in
progress! !

check back saon...

2. A development of a Fifth Edition Big
Book.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed
under CC BY-SA-NC


http://www.melamakeup.com/2010/06/work-in-progress.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Thank you!

Contact G.S.O. Archives
Email: archives@aa.org
Phone: 212-870-3400
WWW.aa.org

June 2022


http://www.aa.org/
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