
Order of Motions  (In order of precedence through #13; No Order of Precedence among Remaining 10 Motions)

Type of 

Motion

Interrupt 

Speaker

Required 

Second

Amendable Debatable Required 

Vote

Purpose

1 Fix the Time to Which To Adjourn Privileged No Yes Yes Yes Majority To set time for continuation of 

meeting

2 Adjourn Privileged No Yes No No Majority To close meeting

3 Take a Recess Privileged No Yes Yes No Majority To interrupt meeting

4 Raise a Question of Privilege Privileged Yes No No No **** To request a personal privilege

5 Call for the Order of the Day Yes No No No **** To require adherence to agenda

6 Lay on the Table Subsidiary No Yes No No Majority To interrupt business for some 

urgent reason

7 Previous Question (Close 

Debate)

Subsidiary No Yes No No 2/3rds To close debate on pending motion

8 Limit or Extend Limits of Debate Subsidiary No Yes Yes No 2/3rds To limit or extend debate

9 Postpone to a certain time 

Postpone Indefinitely

Subsidiary No Yes Yes Yes Majority To postpone to another specified 

time

10 Refer to Committee Subsidiary No Yes Yes Yes Majority To send to a committee for further 

study

11 Amend Subsidiary No Yes Yes Yes Majority To alter or modify the wording of a 

motion

12 Postpone Indefinitely Subsidiary No Yes No Yes Majority To avoid a direct vote on a motion

13 Original Motion Main No Yes Yes Yes 2/3rds Introduce New Business

14 Point of order Incidental Yes No No No Chair makes 

ruling

Enforce rules of order or try to 

reverse a ruling

15 Appeal Incidental Yes Yes No Yes Majority Try to reverse Chair's ruling

16 Question or Points Of 

Information

Incidental Yes No No No ***** Obtain answers to questions and 

seek information

17 Suspend the Rules Incidental No Yes No No 2/3rds Set aside rules that interfere with 

action desired

19 Division of a Question Incidental No Yes Yes No Majority To divide a question into two or more 

questions

20 Consideration by paragraph Incidental Yes Yes Yes No Majority Adoption is held until all paragraphs 

are debated and amended

18 Objection to Consideration Incidental Yes To avoid unprofitable questionsNo No No 2/3rds who 

object to 

considering



21 Division of the Assembly 

(Doubting the Vote)

Incidental Yes No No No ***** Conduct vote with different method 

Motion to count required to count 

22 Rescind Bring back 

Before 

Assembly

No Yes Yes Yes 2/3rds To nullify a motion previously 

adopted

23 Reconsider Bring back 

Before 

Assembly

Yes Yes No Yes Majority To bring back for review by one who 

voted on the prevailing side


