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Quarterly Business Meeting – January 5, 2014 

Marriott North, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Total Registration: 776 

GSR’s: 209      AGSR: 31      ACM: 31      DCM: 76      Other: 429 
 

          

1. Opening: The Business Meeting of South Florida Area 15 Panel 63 was opened by Chairperson Annie C. 

at 9:00 AM with the Serenity Prayer. The Preamble was read by: Faith; The 12 Traditions were read by: 

Michael; and the 12 Concepts were read by: Sherri. 

 

2. Chairperson’s Remarks: Good morning Area 15.  I’m an alcoholic and my name is Annie C. My home 

group is the Meat & Potatoes Group in Vero Beach.  Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Area 15 

Chairperson. How many new GSR’s and Alternate GSR’s are here today?  We welcome you to Area 15.  

Please feel free to contact any of the Area Officers if you have any questions, tips or comments.  We are here 

to serve you!  Please be sure to purchase your banquet ticket for the April 2014 Assembly – District 2 

members are selling them outside in the foyer today.Thank you to District 9 for hosting a wonderful 

quarterly.  Thank you Kathy for sharing your experience, strength and hope with us on Friday night and 

thank you Clay joining us this weekend and for sharing your experience, strength and hope with us last night.  

It has been wonderful getting to know you. This past quarter we had 2 motions submitted after the deadline.  

The cutoff date for the submission of motions is February 4
th

 at 10:00PM.  Please visit the Chairman’s page 

of our Area 15 website for review of the motion cutoff date and access any other information needed.  If you 

send me an email or a motion by email and you do not receive a response from me within 24 hours; please 

consider it not received and contact me by phone.  My phone number is on the full version of the Area 15 

Agenda page.  In December I was invited to attend & share at the FL Bid for ICYPAA business meeting.  

The enthusiasm to become active in service at various levels was great to see.  I hope you had a chance to 

stop by the information table this weekend.  Our young AA’s are our future leaders. During this past quarter 

it became necessary to poll the Area 15 Officers regarding the re-instatement of our Non-profit Bulk Mail 

Permit and the printer Area 15 has done business with since 2001.  Since the anonymity & welfare of our 

Area was concerned, we needed to make an informed decision as outlined in our 12 Traditions.  Each Officer 

was given the necessary information to review and by substantial unanimity the decision has been made to 

resume using our Non-profit Bulk Mail permit (permit No. 1896) located at the Boca Raton Post Office 

and return to the printer we have used located in Pompano Beach since 2001.  It was necessary to write 

a Letter of Reinstatement on the Area 15 Letterhead, pay the renewal fee of $200 and add $300 to the bulk 

mail fund.  On December 4, 2013 the Letter of Reinstatement and any associated fees were personally 

submitted to the Post Office.  Our Non-profit Bulk Mail Permit No. 1896 is now active and ready for use by 

our Recording Secretary so we can send our mailings at the Non-profit mail rates beginning with the first set 

of minutes for 2014. Later in today’s meeting we will be bidding on quarterly locations for the period of July 

2014 through April 2015.  Please pay close attention to the dates and locations being presented.  Please 

remember that reports are limited to 3 minutes.  As they will be timed, I will give you a loving hint when you 

have 10 seconds remaining.  At 3 minutes, I will thank you for your report.  We have a lot of business to take 

care of today, so let’s get started! Love & Service Annie C. 

 

3. Registrar: Good morning South Florida and Thank You District 9 for bringing us back to Fort 

Lauderdale. My name is Dutch V. N. and I am an alcoholic, my sobriety date is   July 25 1985 and my home 
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group is the Royal Palm group in Vero Beach; I serve you as your Panel 63 Registrar. Thank you Kathy for a 

wonderful talk on Friday, and Clay, thank you so much for your inspiring lead on Saturday. Happy New Year 

to all, may you find peace, happiness, health and serenity throughout the year. It has been a short and busy 

three months. As promised, Bruce had the on-line forms for the district Registrars ready in a little less than 

two weeks, after a few minor hiccups, the system appears to be working well.  The learning curve was 

steeper than at first thought, so I requested our Quarterly Coordinator to see if we could squeeze in a registrar 

workshop for 9 am Saturday, she obliged and most of the district Registrars spent a good hour together 

yesterday, and I believe we are ready to have the system being used by all districts.  The system saves a lot of 

time both for the district and Area Registrar. Due to the sensitive nature of the data and the need for accuracy 

between AZURE and FNV, access to the database is administered by the Area Registrar and is limited to 

Area Registrar, the district registrars and the Area 15 officers. At our regular meeting at 12:30 yesterday 

afternoon, we discussed the various formats used for inputting information, for example, there are several 

formats available for inputting dates in Azure, but only one of them is compatible with FNV. We also 

discussed the discrepancy between AZURE and FNV as to what constitutes an Active group, GSO’s use of 

the data serves a different purpose than ours, FNV has a category called “UNKNOWN”, that would be a 

group still meeting but not have anyone as a contact person listed for that group. If we add the FNV “Active” 

and “Unknown” categories instead of being off by 469 groups, we have narrowed the gap to 139. Still too 

much, but with that number we may be able to close the gap more or eliminate it altogether. The numbers are 

as follows Azure has 2,254 active groups, and the combined active and unknown categories in FNV comes to 

2,115.  There are still groups sending their information directly to GSO. Unfortunately when information is 

sent directly to GSO, the Area is not notified. The same with new groups, if you submit a new group form 

directly to GSO, you will get a number, but please understand that I do not get notified of any new groups, 

The literature says the group, the Area Delegate and the Area Registrar are notified upon the conclusion of 

the 30 day wait period, but I have only received one notification, and that was early January 2013.  Please use 

the system in place, group changes and new groups go to district, from there to Area and on to New York. 

Due to the volume of work performed by the understaffed records department in New York, it is faster to 

register groups through the Area.  Any group change forms or new group forms sent directly to the Area 

Registrar will be entered in the Azure and FNV databases and the appropriate District notified of the change 

or new group.  Thank you for allowing me to be of service.  Dutch V. N., Registrar, Area 15 Panel 53 

 

4. Recording Secretary: Good Morning South Florida Area 15 Assembly. Thank you to District 9 for an 

excellent weekend and great hospitality suite. My name is Sylvia L and I am an alcoholic. I’d like to 

welcome all new attendees and especially new GSRs and I hope that this weekend has been all or more than 

what you expected. Kathy L. and Clay R., thank you for sharing your Experience, Strength and Hope with us 

on Friday and Saturday evenings. I especially would like to thank the members that had the foresight to 

submit their reports prior to and during the assembly. This is extremely helpful. Please submit your reports to 

me today or by next Wednesday to ensure the Spanish translation and the printing of the minutes goes 

smoothly. I would like to make a correction to the October 2013 minutes by removing any motion that was 

from the agenda that had not been seconded and any motion that had been withdrawn. Also, I would like to 

apologize to District 3 for putting their report in the District 10 slot. I pursued updating the bulk mail permit 

in Tampa. After running the newspaper ad for the “Doing Business As (DBA)” in the newspaper at the cost 

of $58.13, I attempted to apply for the DBA. I was unable to follow through with this because we are not 

registered with the state and to do so would break tradition 11. It required the panel to be associated on public 

record with our 501c3 non-profit name, “South Florida Area Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous”. I 

returned the remaining funds allotted for this to the treasurer. This has definitely been a learning experience 

and I will probably be great at this job when I rotate out. Who received mailed October minutes this last 

quarter?  Please raise your hand. Who received January agendas with their minutes? Please raise your hand. 

Who received minutes with this printing error? Please raise your hand. Our mailing service had not sent out 

all the agendas with the minutes and to amend for this the company printed new agendas and mailed them out 

at their own expense. This delayed the receipt of the mailed version but was available by email when 

requested and on our Area 15 website. If you did not receive emailed or mailed minutes, please make sure 
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DISTRICT 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

  

TOTAL DISTRICT 01 $3,106.76  

TOTAL DISTRICT 02 $2,351.08  

TOTAL DISTRICT 03 $1,099.21  

TOTAL DISTRICT 04 $867.50  

TOTAL DISTRICT 05 $1,370.85  

TOTAL DISTRICT 06 $3,300.25  

TOTAL DISTRICT 07 $4,975.65  

TOTAL DISTRICT 08 $5,092.67  

TOTAL DISTRICT 09 $5,353.09  

TOTAL DISTRICT 10 $1,420.77  

TOTAL DISTRICT 11 $220.00  

TOTAL DISTRICT 12 $210.00  

TOTAL DISTRICT 14 $357.59  

TOTAL DISTRICT 15 $410.83  

TOTAL DISTRICT 17 $100.00  

TOTAL DISTRICT 18 $282.00  

TOTAL DISTRICT 19 $100.00  

TOTAL DISTRICT 20 $713.23  

TOTAL GROUP 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

$31,331.48  

 

your information is correct with your district registrars so they can update Dutch, our area registrar. I emailed 

1,237 English minutes, agenda, assembly and convention flyers, beginning 11/19/13, and 14 of the Spanish 

version soon after. There were 565 English packets and 69 Spanish packets mailed out through bulk mail 

12/02/13 and 22 international mailings on 12/06/13. With that, could I have a motion to approve the minutes, 

(Thank You), and a second, (Thank You), any comments?, if not, all in favor please signify by saying Aye, 

all Opposed? (Thank You.) At the Secretary/Registrar meeting yesterday, I went over the process of 

obtaining the bulk mail permit and the results with helpful feedback. There was concern expressed over not 

having an informed group conscious due to the agenda being received in late December. As a reminder, the 

minutes are sent via email from minutes@area15aa.org. This email address is not continuously monitored. If 

you have questions regarding not receiving your minutes or any comments about receiving them, please send 

an email to the registrar at registrar@area15aa.org; for comments on the contents, lay-out, errors and or 

omissions in the actual copy of the minutes, please contact the recording secretary at 

secretary@area15aa.org. Love and Service, Sylvia L, Area 15 Recording Secretary Panel 63 

5. Treasurer: Good morning, Area 15, my name is Shirley P, my home group is the Friday Night Literature 

Group in Sarasota, and I am an alcoholic. Thank you District 9 for a great quarterly. I would like to thank our 

speakers’ Kathy and Clay for sharing their talk. Thank you for the privilege, and honor to serve as your Panel 

63 Treasurer. We produced 672 Year End Thank you letters for the year-end contributions.                                                                                       

The treasurer’s reports have been distributed on the tables.  The fourth Quarter 2013 Group Contribution 

totals by District are as follows: Please see your 

District Treasurer or DCM for additional 

information regarding these letters and the correct 

mailing address. GSR’s, Alt GSR’s, DCM’s, and 

ACM’s please take notice - The mailing address for 

the Area 15 Treasurer is P.O. Box 206, Bradenton, 

FL 34206-0206. Our Area 15 website and our Area 

15 minutes also have this information. As always, 

please include your groups name, group service 

number, and district on your check or money order.   

At our Saturday Treasurer’s meeting, we shared 

information regarding how the district treasurers 

could work with their district registrars to utilize 

the Azure Registrar database to maintain better 

communications with the groups and have up-to-

date group numbers, especially since we no longer 

post this vital information on the area website. In 

addition, we discussed using our 

area15treasurers@googlegroups.com  as a means to 

distribute our treasurer meeting minutes and to 

discuss ideas, concerns, and topics for future area 

quarterly treasurer meetings. We distributed labels 

template, to hand out to the groups with the 

treasurer P.O. Box address. Any committee 

requesting budget dollars please keep in mind that during the first quarter of our term our Area expenses run 

higher than our income.  Therefore, if we can request what we anticipate spending in the 1
st
 quarter of the 

year it would be greatly appreciated. If you need any additional funds, the check request form is online and 

can be completed and emailed to treasurer@area15aa.org. If you have not returned any unspent funds for 

your committee, please do so today. Area Officers and Committee Chairs please remember to submit your 

expense reports to me today. In the finance committee, we discussed the budget, and modifications in how 

we categorize expenses. In addition, we are developing systems, which will streamline the process utilized to 

pay the expenses incurred by the quarterlies. There were certain committees, and officers, which were over 

mailto:area15treasurers@googlegroups.com
mailto:treasurer@area15aa.org
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budget, please review on the treasurer’s report and note the increase in committees/officers proposed 2014 

budget. Are there any corrections to the Treasurer’s report? Is there a Motion to approve the Treasurer’s 

reports? All in favor? Any opposed? Thank you, At this time, I would like to present a check to your GSO 

staff member Clay for $17,141.87 on behalf of South Florida Area 15. Your trusted servant, Shirley P., Area 

15 Treasurer. According to our seventh Tradition, will the host district please pass the basket? The 

contributions collected today are for Area 15.  

 

6. Finance Chairperson: Greetings South Florida Area 15, My Home group is the St. Pete Beach YPG of 

Alcoholics Anonymous my name is Aron T and I am al alcoholic. This past quarter has been a productive. 

We have closed the books on the 4th Quarter and all seems to balance out with the year end numbers. We 

have done some reviewing on the categories to ensure that all expenses are being properly recorded. The 

proposed budget has been reviewed at length by the members of the Finance Committee. I am glad to report 

that the proposed budget is finished and you can find copies of the budget on the tables. I would like to take a 

moment to thank the members of the committee for all their hard work and dedication. Just about every 

meeting runs over by about 30-50 minutes. I appreciate all the work they do. At this time I would like to 

request that we hold off on voting on the budget until all the motion are heard. I believe that some of the 

motions may have an impact on the budget. In the mean time, please review the proposed budget and be 

ready with questions. At this time I would like to provide an inventory of the current Equipment owned by 

Area 15 South Florida. 8 hearing amplifiers, Brother Laser Printer. Model HL-2270DW Serial # 

U6267492N840420, HP Pavilion. T5750 Windows 7,Lenovo Ideapad U310 Touch (Laptop), Lenovo 

External DVD, Kensington Sure Track Mouse Pad,  Microsoft Office 2013 - Home and Student, Registrar 

Cart consisting of 2 Monitors,  a CPU, a Cart that holds both monitors and a printer. I Love you All, Aron T. 

Area 15 Finance Committee Chair. 

 

7. District Reports:  

District 1: Hello area 15, I am a member of the experience, strength, and hope group in St. Pete, I am 

honored and privileged to serve as the district one chair, and my name is Robert. Thank you to district 9 for a 

wonderful weekend. The last quarter has been busy in district one, we are in the final stages of redistricting, 

and have seen how we can get better coverage from district committee members, and save money at the same 

time. We have developed a digital google map that has every group and meeting in district one plotted, it has 

addresses and list of all the groups in each subdistrict, all with the click of a mouse. Our public information / 

cooperation with the professional community chair in district one Michael W. has been elected to the area 

committee, I am sure he will make a welcome addition to a already great committee. Additionally at our last 

district meeting several new district committee members and alternate district committee members were 

elected. I would be remiss if I did not thank the wonderful people who made the last quarterly a rousing 

success; Catherine S., Peter T., Mary W., Melissa N., and Tina F. and many more who I will undoubtedly 

forget to mention at this time.  Peter T. and the website committee have built a new webpage for district one 

and it looks great, you can check it out at district1aapinellas.org. Last but not least we in district one have a 

very strong committee of young people who are bidding for the Florida Conference of Young People in 

Alcoholics Anonymous, they stepped up last quarter with a squad of people covering meetings, errands, and 

being of service to many people already in service. Some have become group service representatives; some 

have become district committee members, some have commitments on district standing committees, and all 

of them are on fire with the spirit if service. These young people are not the future of alcoholics anonymous, 

no, they are indeed alcoholics anonymous right here, right now. I am humbled by their willingness to serve, 

their knowledge of the traditions and concepts, but most importantly their enduring leadership. For those 

other districts that have committees of young people bidding for FCYPAA or ICYPAA, I offer only one 

suggestion; utilize them as much as possible. The rewards in doing so are as a great as the energy they bring. 

Their love for the fellowship is as great as any I have seen in my whole sobriety.  

In love and service, Robert T.  
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District 2: Good morning Area 15! I’m a member of the Love & Service Group in Brandon, FL and have the 

privilege of serving as your District 2 Chairperson covering Hillsborough and East Pasco Counties. My name 

is Nick R. and I’m an alcoholic. Thank you District 9 for hosting a marvelous quarterly! In District 2 we are 

looking forward to celebrating “A DECLARATION OF UNITY!” with all of you April 4
th

 through 6
th

 at the 

USF Embassy Suites in Tampa, FL. As Unity is our theme, and the color of Unity is blue, we are asking 

Banquet attendees to wear blue attire. The banquet tickets are $34.00 and we are selling them outside this 

meeting room today. We are accepting credit cards, checks, and cash. If you’d like to get in touch with us for 

tickets after today before the quarterly weekend, please email altchair@district2tampaaa.org. In other 

business, as stated last Quarterly, we did have our Gratitude Dinner in November and will be sending in 

excess of $900.00 to GSO in the near future. Also, after much participation from our GSRs at our December 

meeting, we passed our budget for 2014 which was taken back to our groups in November. Thank you for 

allowing me to serve. In Love & Service, Nick R.  

District 3: Good morning & Happy New Year Area 15.  My name is Mary Ellen M, and I am an alcoholic.  I 

am privileged to currently serve as District 3 chair serving Highlands, Hardee & Polk counties.  Thank you 

District 9 for a great quarterly.  Our district voted to change our DCM workshop to a Service Workshop.  It is 

held one hour before our monthly District meeting.  District 3 hosted a fantastic Gratitude Dinner on 

November 2 with good food, fellowship & speaker.  We sold 287 tickets and with a lot of team work, District 

3 raised over $4000.00 to send to GSO!  I’m really looking forward to seeing what 2014 has in store for our 

district. Love & Service Mary Ellen M District 3 Chair 

 

District 4: District 4--where service is our core--has been enjoying the holiday season. While all of our 

service committees have been busy working, fulfilling their obligations, the District hasn’t met formally since 

before Thanksgiving.  But we have been celebrating, and enjoying our sobriety and recovery. We had a sold 

out, overflow, Gratitude dinner hosted by our Intergroup; an open house at our Central Office that was so 

well attended that it ran out of food; and a sold out New year’s Eve dinner/speaker meeting.  Lots of food and 

recovery.  A Big note of Gratitude to our Events Committee, and its Chair, Tom M. We also have a new 

District Treasurer, Alan T, and a new Grapevine Chair Kathleen T. To start the new year, our Public 

Information Committee has lined up some presentations that we are very excited about.  We have been asked 

to speak at the Sarasota Sheriff's department training program for its officers.  We have been asked to address 

12 classes over 12 weeks.  We have also been asked to make presentations to those acting as guardians in the 

12th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA Guardian Ad Litem Program.  We will be making two 

presentations, one in Sarasota County, and one in Manatee County. I would like to thank everyone from our 

District for their service and participation, and District 9 for this wonderful quarterly.  It is a pleasure to work 

with happy and enthusiastic people, and we are blessed to have them in abundance in our District, and our 

Area. In Love and Service, Dave S., Chair, District 4 

 

District 5: District 5 is Alive and Doing Well! Keep your eye on us, we’re moving fast! Good Morning 

South Florida! I am a alcoholic and chairman of District 5. Our district salutes district 9 for a wonderful 

Quarterly. Since we last saw you, our district is continuing to grow, more participation, and contributions are 

up. /our Institutions Committee is bring over 140 meetings a month to Charlotte County Jail, Desoto Jail, 

Kelly hall for juveniles, Charlotte Correctional as well as Desoto Correctional. Treatment Committee is 

covering all the treatment centers in District 5. Gary D is doing well with the literature committee. Amy S. is 

doing great work with the Grapevine com. In October the events committee which is now a part of Intergroup 

put on a successful dance. Everyone showed up in a variety of costumes. We all worked together to make it a 

great evening. November of course was our gratitude dinner. Over 4,000 years of sobriety with 400 in 

attendance. The speaker was great and so was the food, which was prepared by Chef Clair whom did a great 

Job. On January 18 will be our Trusted Servants breakfast will be held at the Easy Does It Club starting at 

9:00am. District Officers and all the committee, plus the officers of Intergroup will participate. Both the 

district and Intergroup will discuss many of the things coming up this year. We also scheduled our biannual 

mailto:altchair@district2tampaaa.org
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District Inventory taking place this spring. And finally we will be putting on a traditions workshop. Love in 

Service Richard McM. Dist 5 Chair. 

       

District 6: My name is Carol H., I am an alcoholic.  My home group is the Grapevine Group in Palm City.  

My sobriety date is Feb 3, 1987.  Thank you district 9 for an informative and nice quarterly. Our committees 

are doing the best we can.   Some of them continue to have their meetings at the St Lucie County Intergroup.  

Since our last quarterly we had someone fill our corrections committee chairperson.  Her name is Balla Rena 

J.  Our upcoming committee meetings are the following :  Archives 9:00, February 1, 2014.  Corrections 

10:00, January 11, 2014  We had our gratitude dinner last November 27, 2013.  It was a great success. Our 

speaker gave us a great story.  We will be giving approximately $4000.00 to the General Service office.  Our 

current practice states that our proceeds from this event go to support GSO. We held our inventory November 

9, 2013.  We are in the process of going through the suggestions from the facilitator.  Thanks to Kathy G. , 

our past delegate, for being the facilitator. We have upcoming plans for our annual bowling for big books in 

February (no date announced) with proceeds to go to the current Corrections Committee, our annual spaghetti 

dinner is coming up on 3/22/201.  Our inter groups and central offices hold events for our fellowship during 

the year.  We get informed of their events by the Liaisons that come to our district meeting. We have made 

some changes with our Agenda to try and accommodate more interest and more information. We have one 

new DCM  Yea!!!!! Jeff F.  He will serve Martin County. We will be putting bids in for two quarterlies at the 

business meeting today. We have finally been approved for a 501C status and the final paper work has not 

arrived yet.  

Love and Service Carol H.- District 6-Chairperson 

 

District 7: Thank You District 9 for a great quarterly and to the speakers for their inspiring leads.  In October 

District 7 voted to distribute excess funds from 2012 that we had delayed for possible unknown expenses 

with regards to the July quarterly.  We sent GSO $4900 and Area 15 $2100. There was an alcothon in Cape 

Coral from 8 am till 8 pm on both Christmas and New Years Eves.  Different groups put on a meeting each 

hour and while the attendance wasn’t large, it was apparent that some of those that attended really needed the 

support during that time. On November  2
nd

 our Intergroup office held their annual gratitude dinner.  It was a 

big success selling over 400 tickets.  They had a wonderful speaker.  Her name was Annie C. and she looked 

a lot like our area chair.  The event raised over $3000 for our intergroup. Jack B., our active archivist, spoke 

at the 59th anniversary of the Peace River group in Charlotte County which is in District 6 but many years 

ago we were all in one district, at that time it was District 11.  Based on his research, the Peace River Group  

was the third oldest group in Southwest Florida behind the Ft. Myers Group and the Naples Group.  He 

provided him with a notebook with copies of information about their group and the history of AA in 

Charlotte County. On Dec 1, Mina D., the Grapevine Committee chair, held a workshop at the AWOL club; 

while the attendance was low the enthusiasm was high for the ones that were there. Gracie G., our 

Corrections Committee Chair reports that the men and women combined are taking about 60 meetings a 

week into our district facilities.  She also reports that we are still not able to get literature into the Lee County 

Jail system and that the committee is still holding on to a large quantity of literature and cash that they are 

unable to use.  Because of this, the committee voted and approved to send a literature contribution to District 

17 that was in need of additional literature. Steve, our alternate chair has set up February 23 as our District 7 

inventory day with a pot luck and  Clark D. is coming to preside. Thanks again District 9 for hosting.  

In Love & Service Tom M. District 7 Chair 

 

District 8: Good morning Area 15, I am an alcoholic and my name is Tom W. I have the privilege of serving 

District 8 (Palm Beach County) as its District Chairperson. And I truly mean it is a privilege, the excitement 

and enthusiasm around service in District 8 is incredible, and I am blessed to be a part of it. Thank you to 

District 9 for hosting a great quarterly and the warm hospitality of the host committee. Bob M. has stepped 

up to fill the vacancy at district treasurer created when our previous treasurer, Susan B., moved to Iowa. We 

recently passed our proposed district budget, and are working on a year-end financial review. Our archives 

committee is researching the authenticity of a 1935 New York State license plate reported as belonging to 
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Bill Wilson. In the meantime, due to the interest it has had at displays, it is being restored to new condition. 

Our website committee continues its work on our website, with a reported 183 unique visitors in the month of 

November, including visitors from the UK, Finland and Canada, please visit us at district8area15aa.org. The 

corrections committee continues to work closely with local law enforcement, working on bringing meetings 

into more facilities, importantly ones that do not currently have meetings being provided. As a District, we 

have been working on updating the way we do business, due to the fact that we have had an increase in 

participation and number of committees over the past decade, so that’s a good challenge to have. The District 

8 PI/CPC committee continues it’s hard work carrying the message of what our fellowship is and what it is 

not to local high school students, and has more than 50 volunteers on the committee. We have elected Bill J. 

to fill the vacancy at treatment committee chair, and Dorothy T. to chair the newly formed District 8 Current 

Practices Committee. All of our committee chairs have been meeting their responsibilities with energy and 

enthusiasm, creating an inspiring atmosphere of service; I must say everything is great in District 8!       

Thank you In Love and Service, Tom W. 

District 9: Good morning and Happy New Year Area 15! Thank you for visiting District 9 this weekend.  

We hope you’ve had an enjoyable stay and a productive assembly so far.  Thank you especially to our 

speakers this weekend, Kathy L. and our new friend and visitor from GSO, Clay R.  Your messages of 

experience, strength, and hope will certainly carry us all into this new year with renewed enthusiasm to serve 

our wonderful Fellowship.  I’m an alcoholic, member of the One Step at a Time Group, and my name is 

Adrienne M.  As some of you know our previous chair, Jayme M., chose to not run for a second year due to 

health issues.  Jayme has been a driving force in keeping District 9’s unity strong and she has always 

practiced what is best for the district, the area, and AA as a whole.  We continue to pray and ask you to join 

us in prayer for Jayme’s full recovery. With humility and a little fear, I will fill the chair position this year, 

while Jan S. steps into the Recording Secretary position.  John A. and Dana R. will remain as Treasurer and 

Registrar respectively.  We welcome back Committee Chairs Bart C., Archives; Chad B., Grapevine; Tom 

M., PI/CPC; Lisa D., Current Practice; Gayle K., Finance;  James K., GSR Workshop and Diane K., our 

Room and Ride Coordinator.  We’d like to extend a special welcome to newly elected Chairs Sherri D., 

Special Needs; Judy G., Literature; Will T., Website; Lorenzo B., Intergroup Liaison; Beth S., Institutions 

Liaison; Andy R., Support Your Services, and Gay M., Carry the Message Day.  We gratefully thank 

outgoing committee chairs Patty L., Al K. and Leslie B. This month we will elect a Gratitude Dinner Chair, 

and each month we are blessed with new Alternate DCMs and DCMs which we will soon really need as our 

Registrar has been working on a re-districting plan which will allow better distribution of groups in each sub-

district.  With love and gratitude we thank Gary L. and his entire planning committee for working so hard to 

organize this wonderful service assembly.  This was a daunting task with all the recent hubbub of the 

holidays, and we appreciate the support of all of you in Area 15, especially in helping us pay that banquet 

bill!  In the previous quarter we held an Early Timers Meeting in October, which celebrated the sobriety of 

three AA members between 25 and 34 years.  November 1
st
 was our 50

th
 Gratitude Dinner with the theme of 

the Golden Age of Gratitude.  Great thanks to Gwen G. and her committee and our own area chair Annie C. 

who was a wonderful speaker.  Food, fellowship and good feeling were all in abundance that night, and the 

Gratitude Dinner is happy to announce that after expenses a contribution was sent to GSO of over $4000.00.  

We wound up 2013 with the Support Your Services’ Annual Winterfest Event – a delicious chicken dinner, 

ice cream social, and wonderful speaker meeting with our own Patty L. sharing her story.  This event is kept 

simple and inexpensive as a big thank you to the Fellowship in District 9 for its continued support in helping 

the Support Your Services Committee offset the costs of attending assemblies.  Updates can always be found 

on our website www.district9aa.org.  All committees are gearing up for another busy year and are excited to 

work on the upcoming 58
th

 Florida State Convention to take place on our own Fort Lauderdale beach.  I 

thank everyone in our district and in Area 15 for your willingness and unity.  God Bless you.                    

With Grateful Service, Adrienne M. 

District 10: October 2013 Report  - Hello Area 15, I am Robin L and I am an alcoholic, my sobriety date is 

June 25, 1993.  Grateful to serve as District 10 Chairperson. We would like to thank you at District 1 for 
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hosting a fabulous quarterly. On September 28 District 10 and our Intergroup office hosted a Big Service 

Breakfast with great attendance. All of District 10 committees had a display set up with great enthusiasm. 

Corrections Committee is currently carrying 55 meetings in into county, state, federal institutions as well as 

a Youthful Offenders Program and a boot camp. The PICPC The previous Committee Chair, Ino F. has 

stepped down. He will be a member of the Committee for the remainder of the two years term. The new chair 

is Jose A. They have given AA Presentations to many high schools (teachers & students). As well as 

preparing a “PI Postcard” with the 24 hours hot line cell number & the Web Site (Spanish & English). The PI 

Postcards are tools made to carry the Message of AA to different entities around our Community (Police 

Stations, Hospitals, Doctor's Offices, Fire Stations/Rescue, etc.). We prepared a presentation letter to be used 

as a “general guide letter” for health fairs, conventions. Special need committee has stated two meetings 

using the hearing devices. Grapevine committee has made a purchase of Grapevine Literature and 

Subscriptions to be distributed to various committees. The Treatment Committees M.O.B. (Man On The 

Bed) meetings continue to draw interest from AA members around the country. They are now carrying two 

meetings a week to The Acute Impatient Psychiatry Unit. I would be remised not to say a wholehearted 

farewell to Blue S and thank him for his many years of service in our district as well as Area 15. Jeff C will 

be our chair. Our annual Gratitude dinner will be held on November 9 there are only a few left, if you 

would like to attend please see me after. Remote Communities Committee Jose and Sandy with  have been 

busy reaching out to our counterparts across the country to collect best practice ideas and at the same time 

build relationships. GSO has been very supportive and helped us make contact with AA service groups that 

are dedicated to carrying the message through written correspondence and electronic mail. They have a 

strategy to maximum service in carrying the message to remote communities through information pamphlets, 

working with other committees and districts and word of mouth. Literature committee chaired by Jobe 

continues to carry the message with a display of various materials. They will be hosting a costume kick ball 

tournament to help spread the word of the materials available. Other committees will also set up displays. I 

thank you for the opportunity to be of service. In Love and Service Robin L. District 10 Chairperson                                                                 

January 2014 Report - Hello Area 15, I am Robin  and I am an alcoholic, my sobriety date is June 25, 1993.  

Grateful to serve as District 10 Chairperson. We would like to thank you at District 9 for hosting a fabulous 

quarterly.We would like to welcome Mike R, as our new Registrar. The Treatment Committees - The vision 

going forward for our Man on the Bed (MOB) service, which has successfully engaged the services of 153 

A.A. volunteers at the 3 hospitals in the county since inception in March 2012. Based on the success of this 

initiative: a. Baptist Health Systems is adopting S Miami Hospital's (SMH) new entire facilities' staff 

education model to identify alcohol at risk admissions and the subsequent intervention by ATRC (Addiction 

Treatment Recovery Center) physicians and counselors system wide. All of Baptists' 7 hospitals will be 

engaged over the next 18 to 24 months and our Man on the Bed (MOB) 12 Step call service to the patient's 

bedside will be an integral part of this roll out. We will need 300 volunteers for this service with a year or 

more sobriety.  b. Jackson/ UM Med Center continues to work on a similar SMH model in which MOB will 

be engaged. In addition, part of the newly granted 840 million dollar expansion is being petitioned to 

establish Jackson's own rehabilitation facility. We are expected to participate with regular AA panel detox 

meetings should this be built. We will need 200 volunteers for Jackson just for our MOB activities. + The 

economic impact of the start in 2014 of the new health care regulations and the opportunities for service for 

the fellowship going forward:: a. All the sudden interest in our fellowship's services is in part being driven by 

a new health care law provision effective Jan 1, 2014. Heavy penalties will be levied to hospitals public and 

private that readmit patients within 30 days with similar presenting conditions. SMH estimates this could be 

many millions of dollar penalties for them alone. +  Current direct  immediate impact is the approximately 

130  newly requested monthly AA panel one hour  meetings at facility openings for volunteers, including the 

new private Detox facility Harbor Village, the Behavioral Units at  Mt Sinai, Mercy, Aventura and  VA 

hospitals. We have scheduled sit downs with staffs at  Larken and Kendall West behavioral units in the 

coming weeks as they have expressed interest in our services. A recent call to meet with a youth  facility 

substance abuse rehabilitation unit in Florida City is near term. This private facility unit has 19 other facility 

locations state wide. We need between 60 to 80 new Facilitators with a year or more of sobriety to take these 

new weekly meeting commitments, along with many Speakers to accompany them with 90 or more days of 



This information is for South Florida Area 15 Committee and Group members, and as such are confidential documents; Distribution is limited to members. 
Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, including aspects of the internet, such as Websites available to the public, may breach the 

confidentiality of the material and the anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses. 

January 5, 2014 Area 15 Panel 63 Business Meeting/Assembly  Page 9 

sobriety. + This sudden burst of 33% increase in meeting requests for A.A. to help reach the suffering 

alcoholic has moved us to launch an aggressive outreach program of action for help in reaching AA 

volunteers willing to participate in this expanding service opportunity. a. We need to build a healthy supply 

list of willing volunteers for Facilitators to commit to take weekly meetings, Speakers to go with them, 12 

Step MOB volunteers and Bridging the Gap ambassadors. b. We are asking Treatment Liaisons, GSRs, 

DCMs and Intergroup Reps to assist us with sign-up sheets we developed to accumulate the currently needed 

and near future volunteer needs and return them to the monthly Treatment meeting at the Coral Room  the 

2nd Sat. of month at 3 pm or to our next District 10 meeting in January on the 7th at 7 PM. + The committee 

has tasked the sorting and organization of volunteer contact lists into separate gmail accounts by zip code to 

enhance communications and alerts of new service opportunities. These accounts are for MOB, Facilitators, 

Speakers and BTG volunteers. + A Treatment Google website is under development to track and post a 

calendar of current and new treatment facility meetings county wide that AA members may access to sign up 

for service via the Gmail accounts and download meeting formats and facility procedures. This will be linked 

to the District10Miami.org web site.+ Attendance at our monthly meetings has blossomed to 27 at our 

December meeting with all chair, co-chair, secretary, literature, BTG, events, web site and 3 volunteer email 

coordinating positions filled.+ BTG (Bridging the Gap) had 21 bridges in the 4th quarter with a noticeable 

uptick in requests after the July introduction of our District approved distribution of a self-printing mini 12 

Step Meeting Room pamphlet with BTG contact information prominently displayed on the front panel. The 

facilities make in house copies of this pamphlet available to their patients. Gratefully submitted, Geoff G 

District 10 Treatment Chair Achieves - they continue separating and categorizing, and have moved towards 

cataloguing. We should be caught up in about 5-6 years. They were blessed to have a willing member of AA 

volunteer to catalogue our materials. Also, they have started the process of taking pictures of our items to 

place on our website. Lisa is excited of the upcoming workshop where she will continue to use information 

learned to assist our district. Our annual Gratitude dinner was held on November 9 with a great turn out. Our 

very own Lisa from District 9 step in at the last moment to be our fabulous speaker. Thank you again, Lisa. 

Remote Communities - Jose reaching out to our counterparts across the country to collect best practice ideas 

and at the same time build relationships. GSO has been very   and helped us make contact with AA service 

groups that are dedicated to carrying the message through written correspondence and electronic mail. They 

have a strategy to maximum service in carrying the message to remote communities through information 

pamphlets, working with other committees and districts and word of mouth. Literature committee 

"The literature committee for district ten is excited about the 75th anniversary big book and is going to start 

pushing for every home group to have a literature rep. -- also non related but equally important district ten is 

a new bid committee for Fcypa (Florida conference of young people in AA) in love in service Jobe 

Gerlach  Corrections - District 10 carries some 55-60 meetings a month into the Miami-Dade County jails 

and the youth stockade, as well as those State and Federal prisons located in our county. They have begun a 

weekly meeting for the “high profile” reentry female inmates being held at a state facility. Tom shared a 

recent success story of the power of AA behind the walls, a Florida state prison inmate, Mark B, who was 

active in the program in prison, was seeking some contact person on the outside who might point him in the 

right direction upon his release, scheduled for mid-November. He was coming to Miami. Through the 

necessary channels taking, Tom received a call from this gentleman who was released earlier that day and 

just arrived in Miami. “I asked him if he was ready to go to a meeting that very night, and he said 

“absolutely”. I took him to the Coral Room that evening, and he has been going to that meeting nearly every 

day since. He started looking for work right away, and darned if he didn’t land a job on a nearby construction 

site within two weeks of leaving prison. The job is a large Condo project, and they are working six days a 

week. He hasn’t missed a day yet! Is this the Higher Power in action, or what? Mark B’s story while behind 

bars was also featured in the latest winter 2013 edition of “Sharing From Behind the Walls”. I encourage you 

all to read it and know that this awesome program is working for us every day!”The PICPC - Jose A. and his 

committee continues to give AA Presentations to many high schools (teachers & students). As well as 

preparing a “PI Postcard” with the 24 hours hot line cell number & the Web Site (Spanish & English). The PI 

Postcards are tools made to carry the Message of AA to different entities around our Community (Police 

Stations, Hospitals, Doctor's Offices, Fire Stations/Rescue, etc.). Special needs -  Hearing devices were given 
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to Rep from Sabal Palm. We have notified Intergroup for announcement of the mtg in the South (Friday, 

4pm, Closed, 12&12) as well as a reminder, we have one in the North (Wednesday, 6pm, Closed Step at 

North Miami Group) to be put in the Messenger and in case anyone calls they have the information.  A 

homebound member of AA (longtime) has reached out and requested a meeting at home and in the future 

will need transportation to and from meetings Grapevine committee - Grapevine Round up in April 2014, we 

will have a speaker, a live band, lunch and fellowshipping and lots of fun activities.  The proceeds of the 

event will go to purchase additional grapevine materials to continue to support our meeting in print.             

In Love and Service,   Robin L.  District 10 Chairperson 

District 11: Hello Everyone and thank you.. I'm Brenda D., Alcoholic...District 11 is most grateful to District 

9 for super hosting - hopefully the keys will be host one day!  In God's time...Big Pine Traditions  is alive and 

well ..   they hosted a terrific halloween party as an alternative to Key West's Fantasy Fest..The evening 

began with a bursting at the seams aa meeting, after which came loving fellowship, food, dance, fancy dress, 

etc.They also are working on the plans for a group inventory in January.........Gratitude month saw many 

district 11 members in attendance at the upper keys Gratitude dinner,   in which Gail from Akron, 

interviewed Bill W re the creation of our Big Book,   it was most moving.......  New Beginning Group  held a 

meeting and  a scrumptious dinner on Thanksgiving day.  Many Mid Keys aa members  from all groups 

enjoyed the occasion...Likewise with the Southernmost Group in Key West. A Spanish meeting   was started 

in Key West and Akron Gail was there to present her Chat with Bill W... Brilliant! and Thank you! Our 

Archives chair will be financially supported by District 11 to attend their 1st workshop in Orlando on 

February 15th. Christmas feast and meeting on Monday 23rd December was hosted by New Beginning 

Group... Many present.. We also had an Alcathon   from 5pm to 1.30 am on New Year's Eve.for 

fellowshipping, meetings, food, fun, song, and Sobriety!  Thank you God! Mid and lower Keys have lots of 

seasonal members present  for the  winter, and  many newcomers, and the year rounders, all sharing their 

experience , strength, and Hope with each other. District 11, through Step 11 wishes you all, loving Sobriety 

in this New Year.....With Gratitude and Love in Service, I am, District 11 Chair of Area 15 ,Panel 63 

 

District 12: no report submitted 

 

District 14: Good morning ladies and gentlemen of Area 15 and thanks to District 9 for hosting this event. 

My name is George E., I am an alcoholic and I really like living this way. I am also District Chair for District 

14 which is made up of the US and British Virgin /islands, Antigua, St. Maarten and Dominica. Also thanks 

to all of the Area trusted servants for their service. Our convention, Promises in Paradise, has come and gone 

and it is time to start planning for October 2014. Our pool meetings, beach meetings and speaker meetings, 

were well attended, we had our first banquet and it was a sellout. So start planning now for a Halloween 

weekend in St. Thomas. Our Christmas brunch was a huge success, probably, due to our speaker, as we had 

to add tables to accommodate those that did not buy tickets prior to the event. Your delegate, Don F was our 

featured speaker and he did a great job of sharing his experience and hope and worked in his delegate report 

in the delivery. The way you get to people is to communicate on their level in the way that you talk and dress 

and Don did a great job. He started dressed in his coat and tie and by the time he had finished he was dressed 

in a T-shirt, bathing suit, and sandels. First time I saw a speaker do a striptease!! We would like to thank Don 

for coming to St. Thomas and keeping us more informed. He also stayed as we heald our District meeting. As 

we start off the year of 2014 we will be carring the message to the Alcoholic that still sufferes. AA is alive 

and well in the islands and if you are ever our way look us up so we can treat you to some good ole down 

home hospitality. Yours in love and service George E. 

 

District 15: Hi folks I’m Jim B. an alcoholic and District 15 Chairperson we’d like to thank District 9 for all 

their hospitality and warm welcome. We’ve had another great season in our District highlighted by our 

annual Gratitude dinner with the help of so many volunteers and leaving the outcome to our higher power a 

great time was had by all. We’ve seen the start of a few new meetings and some finding new homes to settle 

into.  Our committees for Grapevine, Treatment & Corrections are having monthly meetings now and 
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participation is growing.  Archives is working on having a workshop presentation and the hope is we will see 

more people get involved in our history. PI/CPC Chair joined on November 26th  Deputy Sheriff Alan 

Wilkett at the monthly meeting for the Sheriff’s  Volunteer Corp.  About 3 dozen members attended the 

meeting at which he delivered a presentation (approx. 15 to 20 minutes) on the PI/CPC Committee purpose 

and objectives.  He had our display rack set up at the back of the room before and during the presentation.  

Also left the following information behind for the taking: Meeting Lists for District 15, Business Cards for 

District 15, AA at a Glance, Area AA Hotline Card which have been created through request of the Sheriffs 

Dept so that all vehicles and officers will have this info at their disposal – we’ve also included the 

neighboring district phone numbers on these cards. Progress is being made on our next upcoming event, our 

26
th

 Anniversary Dinner, which will be held March 22
nd

, 2014, at St. Thomas Aquinas, Old CR 54, New Port 

Richey.  We even have a monthly events planning meeting now on the last Tuesday of every month AA can 

be fun! Well since our last meeting there’s been the Gratitude dinner, Thanksgiving feasts, Alkathons and 

New Year’s Parties and we’re looking forward to even more great times in District 15 as the year progresses. 

May you all have a Healthy, Happy, Sober New Year Love and service  Jim B 

 

District 16: no report submitted 

 

District 17: Good Morning to All. My name is Cesar E. I am an Alcoholic. I am sober since January 16, 

1989. I am a member of the group “Gratitud en Sobriedad” in Fort Lauderdale. First, we congratulate District 

9 for such great quarterly. District 17 informs that we are passing the message in Spanish at the jails, Krome, 

TGK and S.F.R.C. and also the nameless partnership institution. Our district is working on an information 

bulletin with the objective of distributing it to the groups, that do not have a GSR and they can obtain 

information about our District. In January 13 we are starting a seminar regarding the responsibilities of a 

GSR, and the Service Manual. We have visited the groups Fey Esperanza and El Encuentro regarding the 

functions of the District. In February 15, Saturday at 1:00pm we will host the interdistrict meeting in the area 

of Miami. Happy New Year with Love in Service, Cesar E. Coordinator District 17  

 

District 18: no report submitted 

 

District 19: Good morning area 15, my name is Samantha B  and I am an alcoholic. I currently serve as GSR 

for my Home Group, Happy Destiny, part of District 19 of the Cayman Islands. Thank you District 9 for 

hosting this quarterly. Our DCM Robert F sends his kind regards to Area 15 and is wishing everyone a 

happy, healthy and sober 2014. With the passing of a very slow summer, the high season has started off 

nicely with visitors from the US and elsewhere.  Our overseas part time group members are once again on 

island for the winter and some are volunteering with service for upcoming  events. The Third Tradition 

Group in West Bay, has waned in group members, but their meetings still continue as normal and remain in 

their new location on Double O Drive, West Bay. The Happy Destiny Group, which is mostly of young 

people, meet every Wednesday night at 6:30 and attendance remains at around 20 persons each week, also 

our group member Betsy K has returned to live in the US. Our women’s meeting is held on the last Thursday 

of every month but continue to be low in attendance. The Emslie Group, George Town Hospital Group and 

Bodden Town Seaside Group, continue to hold their own in attendance and each have three to four meetings 

per week. The New Spanish meeting (‘Grupo Nuevo Amanacer’) meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 7pm. 

They are a small group but are doing well with consistent attendance. There were no reports from other West 

Bay Groups and the sister islands groups. You can find out more about our meetings by 

visiting:  caymanaa.org The men’s prison visits with a group of four men continue to meet every Sunday with 

good attendance. Sadly no report on the women’s prison. The 2013 Gratitude meeting at Thanksgiving time 

was a huge success, all the groups on island meet at the Emslie Group Hall. The annual New Year’s Eve 

2013 Alcothon with all groups partaking, was held in West Bay, Double O Drive and not in George 

Town.nOur upcoming  2014 Cayman Islands Round Up “Sobriety in the Sun” will be February 28th to 

March 2
nd

. Our speakers will be Ralph W. from Los Angeles, Polly P. & Dave P. from Jacksonville, FL. To 

http://caymanaa.org/
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register, visit: www.caymanroundup.com Again we anticipate and are looking forward to hosting our 

Delegate, Don F.’s visit on January 17 – 19
th

 In love and service’ Samantha 

 

District 20: Greetings Area 15!  My name is Jerry E. and I am an alcoholic currently serving as the DCM for 

the Golden Gate sub-district in District 20.  Unfortunately, neither our District Chairperson, Ralph W., nor 

our District Alternate Chairperson, John F., could be with us this morning so they asked me, as the District’s 

Immediate Past Chairperson, to give a report on their behalf.  When I delivered this report at the July 

quarterly, I had the unfortunate task to inform you that Ralph’s wife Heather was going in for surgery at the 

Cleveland Clinic in Fort Lauderdale.  Now, six months later, I am very pleased to announce that she was able 

to go home this past Friday.  Please keep her in your prayers for a full and speedy recovery.  Congratulations 

District 9 for hosting such a fantastic quarterly!  Your team always does a great job hosting the quarterlies 

and we thank you for your love and service!  All of our committees in District 20 have been busy doing what 

they do so well.  The Treatment Committee welcomed Mike B. as the new Bridging The Gap coordinator and 

the Corrections committee held a successful fundraising picnic on Sunday, November 3, at the Vineyards 

Park in Naples.  Both of these committees are financially autonomous, and all proceeds from the picnic are 

used to purchase literature to be taken into the Collier County jail.  Our archives committee continues to do 

well; they hosted an Archives Room at Serenity By The Sea at the Waldorf Astoria Naples this past October 

and they are busy making plans to attend the First Annual Archives Workshop in Orlando next month.  In 

other local news, the Naples Area Intergroup held their annual Gratitude Dinner on November 23, and Patti 

O., from Laguna Beach, CA did a great job carrying the message that evening.  Speaking of gratitude, we are 

all very pleased with the new District 20 website created by Gary G.  To see for yourself, please visit our 

website at www.district20aa.org.  Initial plans are being developed for a Founders Day celebration in Naples 

and we are all looking forward to a happy, joyous, and free New Year! 

In Love and Service, Jerry E. 

 

8. Delegate Report: Hello everybody and good morning, my name is Don F. and I’m an alcoholic. Thank you. 

Buenos Dias, mi hombre is Don F. e jo soy um alcoholico. Octubre es el mes de Hispanicos Nacionale and we 

salute all our Hispanic friends.  Gracias.Bonjour, tout le monde, je m’ apel Don F. et je suis Alcolic.  Merci 

Beaucoup. I am a member of the Tuesday Night Step Group and my sobriety date is January 5, 1979, today. I am 

privileged and honored to serve as the Delegate, Panel 63, Area 15 – South Florida, The Bahamas, U.S. and 

British Virgin Islands, St. Maarten, Antigua, and The Cayman Islands.  I want to thank you for this opportunity 

to serve this second year for the finest groups of alcoholics I have ever seen and been a part of.  I will continue to 

put my whole heart and passion into everything I do for the Area and Alcoholics Anonymous. We want to 

encourage every member of our team, Panel 63, to be full of enthusiasm and willingness in furthering our 

moving and fascinating adventure. Now, for my report.  First, I want to thank my home District, District Nine, 

for hosting a special Happy New Year Quarterly Assembly with lots of fun and spirit.  We have over 750 folks 

registered for this Quarterly.  We want to thank our hard working volunteers who deserve our appreciation.  

Let’s give them a round of applause.  We also want to thank our speakers, Kathy and Clay for great talks.  The 

Hospitality Room has been great and we want to thank all of those groups who served and helped everyone out.  

The Volume II, First Printing of The Willing Times, a two page summary of my report, is available up front here 

and on the tables. Second, Graham and I attended the Second “SSAASA,” the Southern States Alcoholics 

Anonymous Service Assembly, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on behalf of the Area.  While we were there, we 

attended several workshops with various service themes, including some chaired by our Past Trustees, Don 

Massey and Howard Lowery.  Don began the “General Service Structure” meeting and discussed how the 

structure works and various aspects of the General Service Conference.  He noted it was “divinely inspired,” it 

works really well in letting the groups know what is going on, especially what happens to the money they 

contribute, the Conference is a quality control vehicle which allows groups to voice their opinions, and it also 

allows communication to flow back to the groups. Mr. Lowery also stated his opinion that there are two service 

structures, the traditional one with the groups on the top, and the other with New York and GSO at the top.  This 

thought is based on the groups basically letting GSO do what it wants until they do something the groups don’t 

like and then they throw a fit and bring a proposed Agenda Item to change it. This is exactly our Area’s opinion 
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of GSO unilaterally taking out over 40% of our Area Service Highlights after telling us they were only going to 

do “minor editing” along the lines of grammar and punctuation changes. Howard also felt the membership has 

given the A.A. World Services (AAWS) and AA Grapevine, Inc. (AAGV) Boards their position at the top of the 

triangle for two reasons.  First, if we give GSO direction on an issue, they only follow it about 50% of the time.  

He gave the example of the staff retirement pensions that the groups wanted to change to 401(k) plans years ago.  

He also mentioned was the LaVina still being printed despite continuous deficits for years.  Of equal 

significance, he also mentioned our members complaining about the printing of stories that the Spanish speaking 

folks do not identify with since they use an unfamiliar and/or minority Spanish dialect and the free LaVina type 

magazines available on the internet from their home countries.  Howard also told us if there is no direction from 

the groups, GSO and the Boards do whatever they want.  To combat this, Howard recommended three things.  

First, the groups should communicate better with each other, their members, GSO, and the Boards.  Second, the 

groups must show leadership on the issues facing A.A.  Third, he suggested we send information to the groups 

all the time, especially using free e-mail to a group GSR or other member of the group.  I also attended meetings 

on “Concepts 3, 4, and 5,” “Concepts 7, 8, and 11,” “The General Service Board and it Companies, AAWS and 

AA Grapevine, Inc.,” “AAWS and AA Grapevine Inc. Boards,” “Service Sponsorship,” and the “SSAASA 

General Sharing Session.”  I am preparing a detailed summary of these workshops and will post them on the 

Delegate’s Section of the web and will be glad to email them to anyone who wants one.  I am also going to 

include summaries provided by some of the other 12-14 folks who attended SSAASA from our Area.  It was a 

great turnout.  I strongly urge you guys to talk with those who went to SSAASA to get a sense of how much 

service growth was going on and the spirit of service in the air.  It was awesome.  I do want to share some points 

from the General Sharing Session to give you a feeling of the wonderful opportunities to grow we had there.  

The workshops gave us great information on the GSO, AAWS, and AA Grapevine Boards, the payment of 

Group Services, Forums, and the General Service Conference expenses being paid by the groups for around $4.2 

million, and the groups contributing $6.2 million per year, with this amount not covering the operating and travel 

expenses of GSO.  Of greatest significance was the involvement of the Alternate GSRs, GSRs, ACMs, DCMs, 

District Committee Chairs and Officers, and Area Committee Chairs and Officers, and others leading workshops 

and helping others with their experience strength and hope in their particular position.  In fact, I was one of the 

few Delegates who helped chair a workshop.  This only occurred after they called on the Wednesday night 

before the Assembly when one of their District Archives Chairs could not make it.  Folks also commented on the 

“enthusiasm for service” in a “person by person” and “job by job” way.  In essence, it was service in action, 

holding nothing back.  I was very impressed and learned a lot from each workshop.  We should strongly consider 

bidding on hosting the Fourth SSAASA so all of our service folks can benefit from listening to others sharing 

their experience in doing the same job as they are.  This sharing includes folks in: 1. The very beginning 

positions of Alternate GSRs, and GSRs; 2. The next level of service, the position of ACMs and DCMs; 3. The 

District positions of District Committee Chairs like Archives and District Officers; and 4. The Area positions of 

Committee Chairs and Area Officers. Given the input of several folks from our Area 15 there thoroughly 

enjoying this educational and enthusiastic adventure, I told the SSAASA body that, although I did not have any 

authority from the Area or any hotel contracts, that the South Florida Area 15 would put in an “Intent to Bid” to 

host the Fourth SSAASA with North Florida Area 14.  This “Intent to Bid” does not bind the Area in any way, 

shape or form.  Instead, it simply gives us a foot in the door should we decide to pursue it.  This “Intent to Bid” 

was received with great excitement and interest by the SSAASA body. Although I do not have an opinion on 

A.A. issues as the Area Delegate, I think it would be a tremendous boost to our service experience and growth 

for everyone in our Area, both in and out of General Service positions. The 75
th
 Anniversary Big Book is still on 

track and will cost $12.  The orders for this gem are pouring into GSO according to my good friend Michelle, the 

GSO Archivist.  She told me in November that they had selected paper as close to the original as possible and 

they are trying to match up the colors of the “circus” jacket as close as possible since, believe it or not, there is 

no record of the original colors used.  Just another curious fact about A.A.  Michelle is also coming down to 

Orlando for the First Florida Alcoholics Anonymous Workshop February 14 and February 15 being hosted by 

our own Archives Chair, Karla, and Area 14 and their Archives Chair.  The former Akron Intergroup Archives 

Chair, and current Board of Trustee Member of Dr. Bob’s House, Gail L., will also be presenting two different 

talks.  This is an excellent adventure you should not miss.  The November GSO Board Meeting Minutes 
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reviewed the current financial figures.  To the end of September, literature sales generated $9.7 million in gross 

sales, $125,000 more than budgeted.  Also, we have sold 1815 Big Book and 1698 12 + 12 ebooks for this year.  

AAWS also recommended reducing the pricing of the ebooks to less than the same hard cover books.  The 

Grapevine subscriptions are down to 77,869 this year to date, down 6,302 from last year, while eGrapevine 

subscriptions totaled 5,165 so far.  LaVina circulation had 10,010 subscriptions, with a current loss of $103,650, 

$10,133 more than budgeted.  On a positive note, the Spanish language Grapevine Daily Quote has now been 

launched. The General Service Conference Trustees Committee agreed to forward a request to the Trustee’s 

Literature Committee to renew the use of the “circle and triangle.”  The specific request was to have the 

Committee “consider granting the approval to use the “circle and triangle” with the words recovery/unity/service 

as an unofficial service mark on A.A. literature where the Publishing Department determines it is appropriate.”  

A number of folks have told me over the years that they would like to have the “circle and triangle” be brought 

back to A.A. Literature. The new Box 459 Winter Issue has great stories on AAWS Online Literature Sales, The 

Big Book: A.A.’s Oldtimer in Print, Bringing the A.A. Message to “Stand Down Veterans, Frequently Asked 

Questions about the 2015 International Convention, Group Finances, and New Photos From G.S.O.’s Archives.  

Box 459 is available on the aa.org website for free.  We also have invited Billy Noonan, AAWS Chair, to speak 

at our January, 2015 Quarterly Assembly and he has agreed to come. I have given 17 General Service 

Conference Reports to the Districts, have one more scheduled, and have two Districts with no dates scheduled so 

far.  I am trying to set up dates for these last two Districts and hope to do so soon.  We will be scheduling the 

dates for this years’ Delegate Reports at the next Assembly. As I discussed above, the GSO took out took out 

more than 40 percent of my report, including my main summary paragraph and the next to last paragraph.  This 

despite their agreement to do very minor editing for punctuation, spelling and similar grammatical type things so 

that the entire GSC Report would flow better and be in a similar style.  I am preparing the proposed Agenda Item 

and background information that this body gave a sense of the meeting in favor of.  The proposed Agenda Item 

is very simple: Agenda Item - To return to the 2010 Advisory Action which forbids any editing of the Area 

Service Highlights. So far, we will be joined by North Florida Area 14 and approximately five or more Areas in 

bringing this proposed Agenda Item.  I am compiling all the responses to date to my request for input from other 

Delegates about the improper editing of their reports and whether their Areas support a proposed Agenda Item 

prohibiting this from happening again, and will forward the proposed Agenda Item to New York before the 

January 15, 2014 deadline. Also, if anyone else wants to submit a proposed Agenda Item, it must be submitted 

into the GSO office on or before January 15, 2014.  Anyone can submit an Agenda Item, including someone 

with only eight (8) days of sobriety, or less.  This is especially true if they are upset about not being able to use a 

group name even though another group who had that name in their District no longer meets. I also was invited to 

District 14 to give the General Service Conference Report to the U.S. and British Virgin Islands, Antiqua, and St. 

Maarten.  I was greeted with great enthusiasm and love by one of our remote communities Districts as I shared 

the Conference Report and my story during their “Christmas Brunch.”  I also had the privilege of attending their 

quarterly District Meeting for two hours after the Brunch and shared some experience strength and hope with 

them.  I also became an honorary member of the Red Hook Brethren Pirates at one of the local establishments 

owned by one of our members.  I want to thank George and all the other members of District 14 for their 

wonderful hospitality.  

2014  ENTHUSIASM AND CHALLENGES 

We are starting our Happy New Year together as one team, Panel 63.  We have been pulling together to carry 

this message to the alcoholic who still suffers, and to do what’s best for Alcoholics Anonymous. The question is 

how do we do this?  The Answer is enthusiasm.  What does enthusiasm mean?  It comes from the Greek words 

of “en theous” or “in God.” Charles Schwab tells us that “people can succeed at almost anything for which they 

have enthusiasm.”  Bill Gates says “What I do best is share my enthusiasm.”  He then gives us three ways to 

improve our enthusiasm for our mission: 1. Show a sense of urgency – give yourself deadlines to complete the 

steps of a project.  This will keep you more focused and energized. 2. Be willing to do more -   Demonstrate your 

enthusiasm by going the extra mile with your teammates.  When asked to do something, do what’s required and 

then some. 3. Strive for excellence – Elbert Hubbard said “Nothing breeds enthusiasm like a job well done.  If 

you have allowed yourself to ease off of your standards, redouble your efforts to do things according to your 

highest levels of excellence. Now, the question you have all been waiting for:  
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ARE YOU WILLING?  TO BE ENTHUSIASTIC? 

If so, let’s continue to foster the contagious spirit of enthusiasm and willingness we have.  This will help our 

Area become the best that it can be in reaching these goals.  With these thoughts in mind, let us ask ourselves 

again what we can do for A.A. and not what A.A. can do for us.Vince Lombardi, the great football coach the 

Super Bowl trophy is named after, was a great motivator and talks about motivation.  He chewed out a 

lineman for missing several blocks in practice and then saw him sitting in the locker room dejected with his 

head down.  He mussed his hair, patted the man on the shoulder and told him: “One of these days you are 

going to be the best guard in the NFL.” That lineman was Jerry Kramer who went on to become an All-Pro 

and one of the 50 best NFL  players ever.  He said “Lombardi’s encouragement had a tremendous impact on 

my whole life.” Why is this important?  Because everybody needs encouragement from time to time. Our 

mission here is to help everyone to have more enthusiasm about carrying this message and keep taking action 

to make this the best Area it can be.  We also need to show a sense of urgency in carrying this message to 

help prevent people from dying.  And, of course we need to be more willing to be the helping hand of A.A. 

when someone reaches out for help.  In short, if we remain committed to striving to carry this message to the 

best of our ability, we will have a great life and help many others to recover from alcoholism. Once again, I 

want to thank you all for the privilege of serving you folks as your Delegate.  If I can be of any further 

service to any of you, please let me know.  May God bless you and keep you forever.  Thank you. In Grateful 

Willingness, Love and Service, Don F., Delegate, Panel 63, Area 15 – South Florida, The Bahamas, U.S. 

Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands, St. Maarten, Antigua, and The Cayman 

 

9. Alternate Delegate Report: Good morning Area 15, I’m an alcoholic my name is Graham G. I’m a 

member of the Sabal Palm Group in Miami Florida, thank you for allowing me to serve as your Alt. 

Delegate. Thank you District 9 for hosting a wonderful Quarterly. I would like to welcome all of our new 

General Service Representatives and Alt General Service Representatives. On November 1
st
 I attended the 

Southern States Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly otherwise know as SSAASAAAA. There were 

workshops scheduled all day Saturday starting at 8:30am I was able to attend the Area Chairperson meeting 

which was chaired by Area 27 and 37 Chairpersons there was experience shared from current chairs, newly 

elected chairs and past chairs. At 9:45am there was an Alternate Delegate meeting that was informative. At 

11:00am there was a Registrar meeting which was attended by current, newly elected and past Registrar and 

other curious members. At 1:30pm a Literature / paper & electronic workshop, at 2:45 an Assembly meeting 

followed at 4:00 with a Traditions meeting. At dinner there were 2 newly elected area chairs in reach where a 

newly elected Delegate and I provided our past experience whether they liked it or not. Sunday morning at 

9:00am began with an open sharing meeting and concluded at 10:00am with the SSASSA business meeting.  

Registration total for the event was 239. On November 9
th

 I attend the Joint Florida State Convention 

committee in Kissimmee we received the final report for the 57
th

 State Convention. All expenses have been 

paid and the Convention was self supporting. At 9:00am yesterday our Area 15 Florida State Convention 

committee met which your Alt Delegate chairs, our committee received a report from out 58
th

 State 

Convention chair and treasurer indicating that their committee is well on their way to being self supporting. 

At Noon our web site committee meets, at this meeting your Alt Delegate serves ex-offico and I was in 

attendance. At 5:00 The what’s On Your mind meeting was held with healthy discussion on numerous topics.  

Between now and our April Quarterly Assembly there is a Florida State Convention Joint Advisory 

committee meeting being held in Kissimmee on February 1
st
 that I will be attending.  

Love & Service Graham G. 

  

10. Quarterly Coordinator Report: Good morning South Florida Area 15.  My name is Cary W. and I am 

an alcoholic, my home group is The Broken Glass Group in District 3, my sobriety date is November 23
rd

, 

1998 and I am honored to serve as your Area Quarterly Coordinator. Thank you to Gary, Al, Gayle, Jessie, 

Dana and all of District 9 Quarterly Committee for a wonderful Quarterly this weekend, you guys are 

awesome to work with! We have reviewed all the contracts again, and have bids for you to vote on today. In 

the Quarterly Coordinators meeting we had reports from past, present and future quarterlies as usual to pass 

on experience to upcoming quarterly chairs and hotel liaisons. Our discussion was mainly about tweaking the 
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process of our new financial arrangement between districts and area. Hopefully you noticed that we used a 

new registration sheet this quarter, and we think it has given us some new insight toward understanding our 

numbers better. Our difficulty is actually in a few different areas and we need your help. We need you to be 

sure you are registering correctly in order for us to tally correctly.  And, so far, research has shown that 

although our total registration numbers have increased, the number of voting members has not. We have a 

significant increase in the numbers attending the speaker meetings, but the workshops and number of voting 

members here is still about the same. There is talk about “how we can improve our quarterlies”, and we have 

had quite a few very different ideas presented. I encourage you to speak your mind on paper as this weekend 

we have a suggestion box on the table outside. I intend to continue with the suggestion box every quarterly. 

Thank you so much for your comments and ideas. District 2’s Banquet Committee has tickets on sale outside 

for the April Quarterly in Tampa, and please remember to drop your used badge holders in the box available 

outside for recycling. Please remember, if you make a reservation for a room at the quarterly and for some 

reason need to cancel, please contact me or the hotel liaison so we can reassign your room. If you cancel 

through the hotel, we lose that room in our room block and it defeats the purpose of having a waiting list. So, 

if you have to cancel your reservation, who are you gonna call? Thank you for giving me this opportunity to 

be of service to assist you in hosting your quarterly. If you have any questions or require any information, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at Quarterly@area15aa.org. In Love and Service, thank you for 

participating, Cary W., Area 15 Quarterly Coordinator 

 

11. Grapevine/La Vina Report: Hi everyone I’m Charlie District 3 Area 15 Grapevine Chair. I thank 

District 9 for a great quarterly. The Committee started with a moment of silence and the Serenity Prayer. We 

introduced ourselves and the Districts and Secretary/Treasurer gave their Reports. Ashly gave a workshop on 

Chapter 9; Special GVR and RLV Activities and Events. Their was much participation and a great benefit to 

the Committee members. Another workbook chapter workshop will be done next Quarterly.  

Love and Service, Charlie 

Grapevine /La Vina Secretary/Treasurer Report: Hello I am an alcoholic my name is Peter D I am a 

member Sabal Palm group District 10 I am servicing as your Grapevine Area 15 Secretary/Treasurer We 

have submitted a check request for the amount  $100.00 of our $250.00 annual budget.  

In Love & Service Peter D 

 

12. Corrections Report: I am an alcoholic, my sobriety date is February 13, 2003, I’m a member of the 

Westside Men’s Group in District 9, and am privileged to be the chair of the Area 15 Corrections Committee. 

My name is Bob H. Thanks to all of my District 9 brothers and sisters for doing such a great job this 

weekend. Our business meeting was held at 1:30 PM yesterday. We had a quorum with 11 of 19 districts 

represented. Our Secretary/Treasurer Heather W. was unable to attend this weekend due to unanticipated 

health issues; therefore, I will be giving a basic treasurer’s report to the body subject to a formal report to be 

submitted.  That said, the Committee withheld its request for budgeted funds for the fourth quarter, and spent 

its remaining funds of $51.12 on Corrections Workbooks, which were distributed yesterday to all District 

Corrections Chairs who needed them. All attending Districts presented their reports and the service work we 

do seems to be going well across the area. One highlight was shared about an inmate who reached out 

through New York for a prerelease contact with an AA on the outside upon release. Time was short, so when 

the District Chair promptly wrote to the inmate, he was pleased to get a call from the newly released person. 

He became his temporary sponsor, the person is going to a meeting evcry day, got a job in construction, and 

is doing great. After the district reports, we discussed the motions scheduled for today's business meeting. 

Before closing, we were treated to a workshop presentation by former District 9 Corrections Chairs Scott Z. 

and Pat G. They went over the guidelines that are in place here in Broward County that govern how we carry 

the message into prisons, jails and other facilities. They have been developed over 35 years and help us to 

maintain unity in carrying the message and respect for the organization with the facilities we are privileged to 

serve. Come join us! If you've never taken a meeting into a jail or prison, there's nothing like it in the world! 

In Love and Grateful Service Bob H. 

Corrections Secretary/Treasurer Report: no report submitted  
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13. Treatment Facilities Report: Good Morning Area 15. My name is Chris H. and I am an alcoholic.  My 

home group is the Peace River Group in District 5.  I would like to thank District 9 for a wonderful Quarterly. 

We held our quarterly meeting yesterday where we had 9 districts represented.  During the District reports we 

learned that Treatment committees in our area are carrying the message with over 600 meetings int at least 

131 facilities. 45 bridges were reported. We learned more about the concept of 1 on 1 meetings or “ Man on 

the Bed” meetings from Geoff , District 10.  It seems that some of the larger hospitals has found this is an 

effective way of reaching the detox customer who seems to return on a regular basis.  It is expected these 

meetings will become more popular in the Area. We also spent quite a bit of time discussing how literature is 

an important part of carrying the message and how different districts pay for and distribute the literature. 

Treatment Facilities kits were given to District Chairs to help committees make decisions regarding this 

matter. We were visited during our meeting by Don F Our delegate and he introduced Clay  General Service 

Office staff member who spoke last night.  There comments were appreciated.The morning concluded with a 

great workshop facilitated by Ricardo M our Alternate Chairperson and Mario P.  our Bridging The Gap 

coordinator who taught us how to physically set up a BTG program at the district level.   

I would personally like to thank Ali A. our Secretary/ Treasurer for keeping our meeting organized and 

having all the printed materials including the minutes and the updated roster.Thank You 

Treatment Facilities Secretary/Treasurer Report: Good morning Area 15 My name is Ali A., alcoholic. 

My home group is the Mid Keys group in Marathon. Thank you District 9 for hosting a fabulous quarterly 

this weekend. It is my privilege to serve as your Area 15 Treatment Committee Secretary/Treasurer. We 

spent $192.60 on Treatment Workbooks during fourth quarter last year. Of our $500 total in our 2013 budget, 

we spent $276.64.  After deducting all expenses for 2013, we will turn back into the area today a total of 

$223.36. Submitted in love and service, Ali A. 

 

14: Archives Report: Good morning Area 15, I’m an alcoholic, my name is Karla K. My sobriety date is 

Dec. 24, 2007. I’m a member of the Men & Women of Serenity Group in District 4. Thank you District 9 for 

a great looking archives display.We had two new District Archives chairs, join us yesterday in our morning 

workshop. We welcome Thelma from District 2 and Bart from District 9. It is great to have them join the 

Area Archives committee. Attention Area 15 AA History Lovers—we are making history next month. 

Saturday, February 15
th

, is our first ever Florida AA Archives workshop, hosted by Area 15 and Area 14 to 

be held in Winter Park, Florida. We encourage all those attending to please get your registration in as soon as 

possible. This is a FREE event, seating is limited, and we need to get an approximate headcount to plan for 

the luncheon on Saturday. Friday night at 7:00 PM will be our “kick-off” meeting featuring former Akron 

Archivist Gail L. Gail will be presenting “The Women behind the men in AA”. The Saturday morning 

workshop will begin at 8:45AM and will run until 5:30PM with 45 minutes workshops throughout the day. 

Presenting will be our Senior Archivist from GSO, Michelle M, our current delegate and Archivist, Don F., 

past delegate and archivist from Area 14, Cecilia R., Carol H. from District 6 here in Area 15 will do a 

workshop on Oral History taking, and I will be doing a workshop on Preservation called, “Archives 101 for 

Dummies”. For those coming Friday evening, we have an agreement with the “Courtyard Marriott” to 

provide rooms at a great cost of just $119.00 a night, but you must mention the “Florida AA Archives 

Workshop” to get that discount. For more information you should find some flyers on your tables, or see me 

or your District Archives chair. See you there next month everyone!  

Peace & Love in Service, Karla K 

Archives Secretary/Treasurer: The Archives annual budget is $150.00. We only spent $61.25 for printer 

ink and paper, leaving a remaining balance of $88.75. 

 

15. Public Information in Cooperation Professional Community (PI/CPC) Report: Hello to all in 

Area15. My name is David G. I serve as your Area 15 PI/CPC Public Information / Cooperation with the 

Professional Community chairperson. We would like to wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Our committee would like to thank our guest Clay R for participating at our committee meeting. He offered 

us some of his experience with CPC which was well taken by everyone in our meeting.We would like to 
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thank James C. the CPC chair from Area50 Buffalo, New York for visiting our meeting as well. It seemed 

like he got some really good ideas and feedback from our committee. I would like to congratulate Todd R for 

stepping up as the new Pi/CPC chair for dist 5. Henry Z , the past PI / CPC chair for Dist 5 has had some 

health issues so please keep him in your prayers. Todd and Henry have been working with a group of 

detectives and presenting them with AA literature and Q&A's.We all laughed when Todd said it was nice to 

finally give detectives information about AA and not about himself. Mike W was gracious enough to set up 

his projector and screen so we could review the CPC Power Point presentation "Let's Be Friendly With Our 

Friends". This has been used by several committee members for CPC presentations. We can easily send 

anyone a copy if they would like . District 1 has been very active with Public Information During the past 

three (3) months the committee has participated in sixteen (16) Public Information commitments and one (1) 

CPC commitment carrying the AA message to over 1400 people including middle and high students, 

teachers, DUI students and future professional counselors. Susan and Jared from District 8 have done a great 

job working with each other creating a young peoples PI sub committee. They're in the process of creating a 

digital AA literature rack for students and possibly a new website to offer this information. I would like to 

thank Tom M the PI/CPC chair from district 9 for his workshop regarding the ReEntry Division Portal Site. 

He offered some very valuable information with hopes that other districts can attempt to carry Aa 

information to these types of facilities. Stacy the Representative from the Cayman Islands informed us that PI 

and CPC is doing very well in District 19. They've been hosting PI presentations at St Matthews Medical 

School and other educational facilities.We will be setting up a booth for the America CorrectionalAssociation 

convention the first week of February. This is a three day event sponsored by the General Service Office. I 

would like to thank Clay and the staff at GSO for the opportunity to have an AA presence there.Everyone in 

our committee should be proud of the work they're accomplishing.a It's been very rewarding to watch the 

districts start to get more and more active. School and police presentations have grown ten fold in Area 15 

this past year. The spirit for Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community is alive 

and well in Area15 and we all are excited about what's next for 2014. Love in Service David G 

PI/CPC Secretary/Treasurer: no report submitted 

 

16. Intergroup/Central Office: Happy New Year Area 15 and welcome everyone to Fort Lauderdale.  My 

name is Mary S. and I am currently privileged to serve as the Intergroup Chair for Area 15. Our meeting 

yesterday was attended by about 20 people and 6 districts were represented.  Secretary and Treasury Reports 

were accepted.  The treasury funds had a balance going into the new year of $86.00. Prudent reserve was 

depleted as per the vote at last quarterly to cover the expenses of Chair to attend the Annual Seminar.  

Reports were read from 9 different  Intergroup offices and there are a few districts that are in financial 

decline.  Area business motions were discussed and voted on. Old business was the distribution of the 

updated Guidelines to include a statement regarding our prudent reserve, and voting in a new Treasurer to 

finish the term.  We are blessed to have Ed B. from District 8 North Palm Beach filling in as Treasurer on our 

Committee. New business was to discuss the possibility of changing the status of our Committee from Self-

supporting to Area Funded.  The Intergroup Committee was formed as a Standing Committee for the Area in 

1988 and set up as a self-supporting committee.  In the 8 years that I have been privileged to attend the 

committee meetings, the committee has always been supported by contributions from a   small percentage of 

the groups represented.  Consequently, it appears that members who are willing to serve the committee have 

come from the same groups that are making financial contributions.  Intergroup Representatives from the 

smaller offices or the offices that do not have paid Managers, who are able to attend the Committee meetings, 

when the Area Assembly meets in their local jurisdiction, are hesitant to stand for service positions, because 

they are afraid to commit knowing their office cannot bear any of the expense.  Most of the members feel that 

the spiritual principles of rotation and service are being limited by our lack of support.  Changing the status 

of our Committee would mean that we turn our Treasury and future Contributions over to the Area and have 

officers’ hotel expense be funded by the Area.  We would also then have to request a budget from the Area 

for meeting expense and Seminar expense.  Annie C., Area Chair, came in to clarify any questions committee 

members had in regards to changing our committee status.  The motion was tabled within our Committee so 

that all details can be written up and shared with members not present before voting.  There was only one 
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member opposed to the motion yesterday, because the new status would do away with the “scholarship” fund 

that we have been able to provide in the past for offices requesting assistance to attend the Seminar. As 

always, I appreciate the opportunity to serve on this Committee and grow through my experience with the 

Area.  Thank you all for your continued support. In love and service, Mary S. 

 

17. Current Practices: Good Morning Area 15!  I’m a member of the Meat & Potatoes Group in District 6.  

I have the privilege of serving as your Current Practices Co-Chair.  My name is Ken C. and I’m a grateful 

recovering alcoholic.  Thank you District 9 for a wonderful Quarterly, your committee has done a wonderful 

job.    Thank you for all your hard work.  I would like to thank Kathy for a great talk Friday night and Clay 

for a wonderful talk last night.   The Current Practices Committee met at 9:00 AM on Saturday, July 13, 

2013.  All Committee members were present along with 15 visitors.  We reviewed the placement of motions 

from the October Quarterly as well as the placement of the motions from today’s agenda.  The committee 

revisited our recommendations to Area 15 regarding area members concerns with the logo being placed on 

the minutes as well as revisions to the header of the minutes.  Please note the following:  The Current 

Practices Committee Reaffirms our recommendation that the logo be removed from the minutes, that the 

organizations name "South Florida Area 15" be placed alone in the header.  The responsibilities of the 

Area Chairperson and Area Recording Secretary have been revised and reflect that the Area Chairperson 

has the final responsibility to revise the Area 15 minutes header and letterhead.   The committee reaffirmed 

that only motions that belong to the body be recorded.  The committee reaffirmed that motions ought to be 

recorded as "Passed, Failed, Postponed, etc." in bold, at the end of the motion. As a housekeeping measure, 

the committee updated the Area 15 Meeting Agenda contained in motion 389 to include all new Standing 

Committees and reflect Standing Committee name changes. The committee reviewed the task of restoring 

full names and positions to motions.  A sub-committee has been formed chaired by Megan H.  Megan has 

coordinated with the Area 15 Archives Committee to borrow archival records which will be mailed between 

committee members to accomplish part of this task.  Stay tuned...  The committee is reviewing the Preface to 

the Legacy of Service and will start a draft of wording at our next quarterly meeting.  I would like to thank 

the committee and our visitors for staying an additional 30 minutes beyond our normal committee time to 

accomplish all that was on our agenda - more than usual.  The committee appreciates all of our visitors, 

particularly those that are serving on District Current Practices Committees.  Please feel free to contact Kathy 

or me, or any committee member, at any time, if we can be of service.  For your information, you can find 

the Book of Motions and the Book of Current Practices at, click on committees and then click on Current 

Practices.  With Love in Service, Ken C., Co-Chairperson, Current Practices Committee, Past Delegate 

P59/A15 

 

18. Special Needs: Good afternoon Area 15, my name is Morgan and I am an alcoholic. It is an honor and a 

privilege to serve as your Special Needs Chair Person. Our committee had a very productive and informative 

meeting. We had several new District Chairs and Co-chairs in attendance and many visitors. Our discussion 

as always was purpose driven and focused towards our singleness of purpose to the help the alcoholic with 

special needs. There were three main topics of discussion this quarter. The first was how to begin an ASL 

meeting with your district. The second item of discussion was how to build attendance and interest within a 

special needs committee. There appeared to be a shared sentiment that there are simply not enough people 

willing to assist with the special needs committees at the district level. Districts which more active 

committees shared their experience with those who were struggling, however as your Area Chair Person I 

feel I would be remiss if I did not stress to the body the importance and the necessity of the special needs 

committee at the district and group level. I personally ask each District Officer and all the GSR’s and DCM’s 

to speak with your groups about encouraging people to join your district committees. The third item we 

discussed was how to initiate taking meeting into Assisted Living Facilities. I have spoken with David our 

Area 15 PI/CPC chair and will be collaborating to come up with a plan for how to best inform these facilities 

about our committee. Our committee has also decided to hold a separate meeting Saturday afternoon at the 

next quarterly to allow more time to discuss ideas for the mental health pamphlet. Anyone who is interested 

in attending please get with me. 
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Special Needs Secretary/Treasurer: Good morning Area 15 I am alcoholic "Siggy and  serve as your 

Special Needs Treasurer. My home group is Serenity by the Sea in District 5. With 2013 year ending it has 

been a privilege and a honor to serve at Area level and graceful looking forward to serving the year to come. 

With returning $64.15 back to Area 15 Treasurer leaving ending committee balance of 2013 at $0.00 with  

Area budget at $375.00.  Requesting check for $75.00 leaving $425.00 in 2014 Area budget 

In Love and Service “Siggy”. 

 

19. Literature: Good morning Area 15. I am the Area Literature Chair Lynn A. I want to thank District 9 for 

a wonderful weekend, and the hospitality room was wonderful. There were 9 District Chairs in attendance at 

our Literature Committee meeting. I want to thank Karen, our Secretary/Treasurer. She went to both the 

Spanish Linguistic Committee meeting at the October Assembly and the Inter-District workshop of the 

Spanish Linguistic Committee in Haines City in November to bridge the gap. Jim from District 2 did lots of 

work between the Groups, Districts and GSO about DVD-07 "The Grapevine and the GSO". The motion 

approved by this committee was not presented this time, as the deadline had passed, but it still has lots of 

people chatting at the Groups, Area and Districts. More will be revealed. I would also like to thank Judy, 

District 9, for a great workshop. She presented a very informative 3 page handout on the three legacies of 

AA, from approved literature. Each District took one writing to read, and give their experience on that. All 

District Literature Chairs are doing a great job sharing what their Districts and Groups are doing to get the 

message to all alcoholics, whether written, tape, CD, Braille, video, or in any way it can get to the 

community. I want to thank you all for helping me to be more informed. 

Literature Alt. Chair/Secretary/Treasurer: Hello everyone! I am an alcoholic, member of the 164 Group 

that meets in Port St. Lucie, FL every Sunday night at 8pm. My sobriety date is December 12, 1994 and my 

name is Karen A. It is my privilege to serve as the Secretary/Treasurer and Alternate Chairperson of the Area 

15 Literature Committee. At the present time there is $100.00 in the treasury. There have been no 

expenditures this quarter. With love and service, Karen A. 

 

20. Website: Hi, I’m CorinaP., your alcoholic web chair. My home group is called “There is a Solution” and 

meets in Stuart at 8:30 Friday nights. My thanks to District 9 for their hard work and hospitality at this great 

Quarterly. Our committee’s meeting yesterday covered a variety of topics. And it was quite informal and a 

lot of fun. We discussed resources like hosting and email services and which ones were good candidates for 

future use. We discussed committee policy on posting documents and what documents should be posted in 

what location. In this matter, the members have the right of decision and also a commitment to honor the 

Traditions.  Also we touched on the subject of protecting personal information. I think we may be adding 

private domain registration for the Area 15 website. The meeting was a great exchange of ideas, concerns and 

experience. The Area site is getting an overhaul behind the scenes as well. The sharing was all extremely 

pertinent to the development of a site for a body of alcoholics anonymous, a process in which the committee 

officers are now also engaged as are the District committees who are also developing and making changes to 

the sites for their districts. Wordpress continues to be a strong trend. The majority of new District sites use 

Wordpress, and still other Districts are busy making the switch. This will make it much easier for future 

trusted servants to stand for the positions we leave open when our time comes to rotate out. And now the 

stats, courtesy of web servant Jim B: 3225 visitors, a decrease of less than 1% and 7522 page views. This was 

from 2448 unique visitors- a small increase. 96% of our visitors are from the US. The rest are from various 

places around the world including the Canada, Bahamas, US Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, India and the 

United Kingdom. The Area site has been updated with the usual flyers, and the minutes were posted. A page 

has been added for the Remote Communities Site. The business document section of the site can be accessed 

via the home page with the username:  area15aa and password: area15. 

Thank you for the honor of serving, CorinaP. Panel 63 Area 15 Web Chair 

Website Secretary/Treasurer: no report submitted  

 

21. Linguistic: Good morning, my name is Felix G. and I am an alcoholic. Thank you district 9 for your 

hospitality this Quarterly. Our meeting began at 12:35 with 18 members in attendance. We discussed 
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Saturdays agenda to see the possibility of changing our committee meeting with the traditions workshop, all 

were in favor of such a change. We also discussed receiving the minutes as soon as possible for translation. 

This proposal was explained to the recording secretary and she agreed to assist in doing so. There is no report 

from the Secretary/Treasurer. In love and service, Felix G.  

Linguistic Secretary/Treasurer: no report submitted 

 

22. Area 15 State Convention Committee: Hello I’m an alcoholic my name is Graham at the moment 

serving as your Area 15 FL State Convention Committee Chairperson Our meeting started promptly at 

9:05am We received a progress report from our 58
th

 Fl State Convention chairperson who indicated that they 

are on schedule with all necessary requirements to date, and have received 583 registrations. Please register 

early if you are planning to attend it helps the convention committee tremendously you find the convention 

registration outside in the hallway or at 58.flstateconvention.com.Your committee members attended the 

November 9
th

 meeting of the Florida Joint Advisory committee held in Kissimmee. The 2015 Florida State 

Convention committee was in attendance will be held in Orlando Florida at the Rosen Plaza Hotel. We 

received a bid packet for the 2016 State Convention during our committee meeting our committee reviewed 

the packet and voted unanimously that it should move forward to be considered at our February 1
st
  Florida 

State Convention Joint Advisory committee meeting. Our committee thoroughly reviewed 6 Hotel contracts 

from 4 different Districts, to be considered in Round 1 of our bidding session today. 5 of the 6 contracts were 

forwarded for consideration. We received 1 contract to be considered in Round 2 of our bidding session 

today. If in the event all Quarterly dates are not successfully awarded contracts for hosting an open date must 

be received by our Quarterly Coordinator no later than 30 days after today. Love & Service Graham G. 

 

23. Remote Communities Report: no report submitted 

Remote Communities Secretary/Treasurer: no report submitted 

 

24. Old Business: none at this time 

 

25. New Business:  

Motion A: To exchange the Linguistic Committee Meeting time schedule with the 

Spanish Traditions meeting time schedule. Cesar E. – M.C.D. Distrito 17  

 

Background: Due to that the Linguistic Committee Meeting schedule interferes with the 

meetings of Coordinators, Secretaries and Treasures of District, it is not possible that these 

servers can attend this very important meeting; therefore, we suggest exchanging the 

Linguistic Committee Meeting time schedule with the Traditions Meeting time schedule. 

The consideration of this request is greatly appreciated.  

 

PASSED 

Motion B:  That the Area 15 Business Meeting Minutes reflect the legal name of our 

organization as listed in our Charter, South Florida Area 15.  Location of the 

business meeting, date, total number of attendees, and the number of GSR’s in 

attendance shall also be included.  No logos will be applied.  

 Submitted by, Megan H., DCM District 2  

 

 

Background:  According to our Charter: the following names are eligible to be used within 

our structure:  “South Florida Area 15 Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous (also 

hereinafter referred to as “South  Florida Area 15 Conference”, “South Florida Area 15”, 

“South Florida Area”, “Area 15 Conference”)… Per our CP #232: At all quarterlies in the 

future, the total attendance at a Quarterly and the Number of  GSR’s in attendance be 

made part of the minutes of that Quarterly.  It is also common practice to  include the 

business meeting’s location and date.   

PASSED 
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Motion C:  To remove Southeastern Conference from existing motion 310 and to 

remove Southeast Conference from existing motion 318.   

Respectfully submitted Panel 63 Alternate Delegate  

  

Background:  The cost of service is no longer equal to the expense.  Only words in Bold to 

be removed  Motion 310 Current Practice page: C 5-1 In addition to attendance at the 

General Service Conference each  year, the Delegate is expected to attend the following 

functions: 1. All Area 15 General Service Committee  Quarterly meetings; 2. Florida State 

Convention; 3. Southeastern Conference; 4. Southeastern Regional Forum;  5. 

International Convention. This information is for South Florida Area 15 Committee and 

Group members, and as such may be confidential A.A. documents.  Distribution is limited 

to A.A. members.  Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, 

including aspects of the Internet, such as Websites available to the public, may breach the 

confidentiality of the material and the anonymity of members, since it may contain 

member's full names and addresses. Motion 318 Current Practice Page C -3 In addition to 

attendance at the all Area 15 General Service  Committee Quarterly meetings the 

Alternate Delegate is expected to attend 1) the Florida State Convention; 2)  Southeast 

Conference; 3) Southeastern Regional Delegates Get-Together; 4) Southeast Regional 

Forum.  Note: Area 15 approved to defray expenses for Delegate and Alternate Delegate 

to participate in Ssaasa held every other year.    

 

PASSED 

 

Motion D: That the Area 15 minutes get mailed out by bulk mail with standard rates 

for the 2014 mailings.   

Submitted by: Sylvia L., Area 15 Recording Secretary    
 

Background: The mailing costs have already been reduced from $1500. 00 per quarter 

average in 2012 and the beginning of 2013 to an average of $1,000.00 per quarter for the 

rest of 2013 by switching  printing, and mailing companies, and without the bulk mail rate 

for non-profits. There are many hurdles to obtaining the bulk mail rates that will take 

some time and consideration before any change is made. 

 

WITHDRAWN 

Motion E: Motion was made to approve 2014 budget. PASSED 

 

26. Quarterly Hosting Bids:  

 

Hotel Hotel Address Room Cost Banquet 

Cost 

Dates Hosting 

District 

DoubleTree by 

Hilton Hotel 

Miami Airport 

& Convention 

Center 

711 NW 72nd Ave 

Miami, FL, 33126 

 

 

$125.00 

single/double, 

$130.00 quad & 

triple 

$30.00 July 

25-27 

2014 

10 & 11 

Hutchinson 

Island Marriott 

555 NE Ocean Blvd, 

Stuart, FL 34996 

$129.00 $34.00 October 

10 – 12 

2014 

6 

 

Hyatt Sarasota 1000 Boulevard of the Arts, 

Sarasota, FL 34236 

$129.00 $40.00 January 

9-11 

2015 

4 
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The Business Meeting of South Florida Area 15 Panel 63was closed at _1:03_ pm with the Responsibility 

Pledge followed by the Lord’s Prayer.  

Minutes respectfully submitted, Love and Service, Sylvia L. ~ Recording Secretary.  

 

This document can be found on our website: www.area15aa.org 

Area Business Documents ~ Username: area15aa  Password: area15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Florida, Bahamas U.S. and British Virgin Islands, St. Maarten, Antigua, and the Cayman Islands 

 

 
AREA 15 DELEGATE 

Don F. 
delegate@area15aa.org 

 

AREA 15 ALTERNATE 
DELEGATE 
Graham G. 

P.O.  Box 561715 
Miami, FL 33256-1715 

altdelegate@area15aa.org 
 

AREA 15 CHAIR 
Annie C. 

P.O. Box 650699 
Vero Beach, FL  32965-0699 

chair@area15aa.org 
 

 
AREA 15 TREASURER 

Shirley P. 
P.O. Box 206 

Bradenton, FL 34206-0206 
treasurer@area15aa.org 

 

 
AREA 15 REGISTRAR 

Dutch V. N. 
P.O. Box 690275 

Vero Beach, FL 32969 
registrar@area15aa.org 

 

 
AREA 15 RECORDING SECRETARY 

Sylvia L. 
P.O. Box 45015 

Tampa, FL 33677-5015 
secretary@area15aa.org 

 

 

Treasurer Area 15 

P.O. Box 206 

Bradenton, FL 34206-0206 
 

If you no longer desire to receive minutes from the South Florida Area, please email Registrar@area15aa.org or write 

to: South Florida Area 15 Registrar, P.O. Box 690275, Vero Beach, FL 32969-0275 we will remove your name 

from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.area15aa.org/
mailto:Registrar@area15aa.org
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